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Pastoral Epistles Part 1 

First Timothy Chapter Five 
 

1.  Introduction 

 

In this chapter, Paul gives Timothy instructions about how to treat different people in the church. 

 

This carries over into chapter six. 

 

How should the young, Pastor Timohty, relate to, lead, and treat different members of his 

church? 

 

2.  Elderly men 

 

1 Timothy 5:1  

 

Definition of REBUKE: 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Rebuke or reprove sharply. 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This Greek word is only used once in the New Testament – in this verse. 

 

When an older man makes a mistake, he should be treated as a father with great respect by the 

leadership of the church. 

 

Definition of EXHORT:  To exhort and admonish. 

 

The same Greek word is used to describe the Holy Spirit as our comforter. 

 

When a young leader must bring correction to an older man, instead of open rebuke, he should 

be respectful and affectionate, like a son, not an official of the church. 
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3.  Young men 

 

1 Timothy 5:1  

 

Every member of the Body of Christ is called your brother or sister.  We need to remember this 

in our interaction with them, especially when bringing correction. 

 

When young men sinned and went astray, Pastor Timohty was called to have private 

conversations with them and try to bring correction like a brother.  He was not treat them like a 

stranger or an enemy. 

 

However, when those efforts were ineffectual, and the person had sinned openly, he was to take a 

different approach. 

 

1 Timothy 5:20    

 

The purpose of bringing rebuke in the presence of the other members of the church was so that 

others would be deterred from following their example. 

 

4.  Elderly women 

 

1 Timothy 5:2    

 

Timothy was to treat older women just like he treated older men – with respect, Timohty was to 

treat older women like mothers. 

 

5.  Young women 

 

1 Timothy 5:2    

 

It is good for a leader to remember that people in the church are his brothers and sisters.  

Bringing correction or rebuke should never be with the desire to find fault, but with the spirit to 

restore and help the person. 

 

It is important for a male leader to keep his interaction with women in the church pure. 

 

Not only does he have to guard his own heart, but he must do nothing that would cause other 

people to assume anything impure could be taking place. 

 

There are practical things that a minister of the Gospel can do to live upright and give no 

appearance of evil. 

 

In this verse, Pual is also telling Timohty to watch his own heart.  There is no other area where a 

pastor or leader needs more grace than this part of life.  A pastor who fails here, can never fully 

recover his ministry. 
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6.  Elderly widows 

 

1 Timothy 5:3    

 

We know that Paul is writing to Timohty about elderly widows, because he later writes about 

young widows. 

 

7.  Young widows 

 

1 Timothy 5:11, 12, 15 

 

The younger widows described here had walked away from the Lord and were causing problems 

in the church. 

 

Definition of TO GROW WANTON:   

 

• This refers to sexual desires that lead to sin. 

 

• Sexually unrestrained 

 

• Having many casual sexual relationships 

 

1 Timothy 5:13    

 

These widows, if supported by the church, would become idle. 

 

This means lazy and unproductive. 

 

Definition of GOSSIPS:   

 

• To indulge in empty and foolish talk 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Garrulous – Someone who is garrulous will not stop talking.  He does not just like to talk; 

he indulges in talking for talking’s sake. 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Definition of BUSYBODIES:   

 

• Busy about trifles and neglected of important matters 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Meddling 
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“Saying things which they ought not” means that they reveal secrets and exalt themselves to a 

place of importance.  

 

No persons are more dangerous to a church than those who have nothing to do and meddle in the 

affairs of others. 

 

1 Timothy 5:14    

 

Paul gives four things that young widows should do: 

 

• Marry 

 

• Have children 

 

• Guide the house 

 

• Give no opportunity to the devil – specifically for others to speak evil about them. 

 

8.  What were the qualifications of one who was “really a widow”? 

 

1 Timothy 5:3    

 

Definition of REALLY:  __________________________________________________________ 

 

• No children or descendants 

 

1 Timothy 5:4    

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1 Timothy 5:5   

 

Definition of LEFT ALONE:  Left alone, forsaken, desolate, isolated, and without children. 

 

Although she is alone, she still lives a life of faith and prayer. 

 

• Not seeking pleasure 

 

1 Timothy 5:6    

 

Definition of PLEASURE:  Self-indulgence and riotously living (wild and uncontrolled 

behavior) 

 

This is talking about giving yourself over to a life in the flesh. 
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The person has decided to live in the flesh and fulfill its desired, therefore, not walking in the 

spirit. 

 

Definition of DEATH:  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Galatians 6:8    

 

• Blameless in life and conduct 

 

1 Timothy 5:7    

 

Definition of BLAMELESS:   

 

o Without blame in light of the whole picture 

 

o Never caught doing wrong 

 

• At least sixty years old 

 

1 Timothy 5:9    

 

“Taken into the number” means to be enrolled on the list for relief. 

 

The deacons would have been responsible for bringing assistance to those widows in need.  If a 

woman was under that age of sixty, she should not be added to list. 

 

• Her reputation is one of good works. 

 

1 Timothy 5:10    

 

“Well reported” means that people can be witnesses and give a good testimony. 

 

She is well known for the good works she does. 

 

• She has brought up children. 

 

1 Timothy 5:10    

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1 Timothy 5:10    

 

• She has served the saints. 

 

1 Timothy 5:10    
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• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1 Timothy 5:10    

 

• She has followed every good work. 

 

1 Timothy 5:10    

 

This list also implies that the widows who were being supported by the church had a list of 

responsibilities that were expected to be carried out.  It is possible that some of them served as 

deacons. 

 

9.  Widows in the family 

 

1 Timothy 5:16    

 

Christians who had widows in their family were expected to support them and not depend on the 

church. 

 

1 Timothy 5:8    

 

In context, this verse is talking about providing for the widows in your household. 

 

10.  Church officers or elders  

 

1 Timothy 5:17, 18 

 

Earlier in this chapter, Paul explained to Timohty how to deal with older men. 

 

These verses are not talking about older men.  They are speaking of elders, or leaders in the 

church. 

 

1 Timothy 5:17, 18 is talking about finances. 

 

Ruling elders, especially those who preach and teach are to receive double honor or wages. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:6-14 

 

1 Corinthians 9:14 – New International Version 

In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their 

living from the gospel.  

 

1 Timothy 5:19    

 

 

 



7 
 

11.  General instructions when dealing with all people in the church 

 

1 Timothy 5:21    

 

12.  Ordaining leadership 

 

1 Timothy 5:22    

 

What does it mean to not lay hands on anyone hastily? 

 

Definition of HASTILY: 

 

• In a rapid manner 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Suddenly 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There has been a misconception that this has to do with praying for the sick.  It does not. 

 

In context, Paul is addressing Timothy about elders and leaders. 

 

His instructions to not lay hands on anyone hastily has to do with ordination of elders.  Leaders 

should not too quickly to ordain someone into ministry.  The person should be tested and proved 

faithful before laying hands on them. 

 

Just because someone is “called” and “anointed” does not mean they are “ready” for the position 

of a leader. 

 

The next thing this verse says is not to share in other people’s sins.  This continues the thought of 

ordaining someone too early into the ministry.  If others want to take part in that, we should not 

go along with it, if we feel that it is wrong. 

 

The verse ends with “keep yourself pure”.  Paul was charging Timothy to keep the church pure 

by only placing qualified and anointed people into leadership.  The church has suffered 

throughout the ages by the unqualified men in places of leadership. 

 

Many pastors make the mistake of putting gifted people in places of authority before their 

character has been developed. 

 

1 Timothy 5:24, 25 
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These two verses are the problem with ordaining leaders if we do not exercise discernment and 

wait for a period of time for people to prove their faithfulness. 

 

The sins and good works of some are manifest now because they are openly done, and the sins 

and good works of others are done in secret and will come out in the open later. 

 

13.  Advice for Timothy’s stomach 

 

1 Timothy 5:23    

 

The Greek word for “wine” is the same word used for the grape and for grape juice. 

 

In the day Timothy lived in, wine had very little alcohol content and sometimes none at all.   

 

For example, you would have to drink twenty-one glasses of wine to equal the alcohol content in 

two martinis today. 

 

So, why didn’t Paul tell Timothy to stand in faith for his healing? 

 

The water quality back in that day was poor.  It was causing Timothy to have stomach issues.  

 

Timothy’s stomach condition was not a matter of divine healing but of divine health.  In this 

case, the answer was on the natural side, not the spiritual side. 

 

It was the water that was causing the problem.  If Jesus healed Timothy, he would have gone 

right back and got sick again when he drank the water. 

 

So the adjustment that he needed to make was not a matter of faith.  It was a matter of changing 

what he was putting into his mouth. 

 

You cannot violate laws of nature and get God’s power to work in your body. 

 

If your lifestyle is causing you to have physical problems or is leading to sickness or disease in 

your body, then divine healing is not your answer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


