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Pastoral Epistles Part 1

First Timothy Chapter Six
1. Introduction
In chapter five, the apostle Paul instructed Timothy on how to bring correction, care for, and
interact with different classes of people in the church. He continues this thought in chapter six
by addressing Timothy regarding servants, masters, teachers, and rich men.
2. Servants and masters

1 Timothy 6:1, 2

Definition of BONDSERVANTS:

Christian slaves were to treat masters with honor and respect, to bring no reproach to the cause of
Christ.

Christian owners of slaves were not to despise them, but to treat them as brothers. They were
considered equal in Christ.

Galatians 3:28

These verses do not sanction slavery among Christians. They only show proper behavior
between those who may be in the position of a slave or a master.

3. Teachers

1 Timothy 6:3-5
4. Rich men

1 Timohty 6:9, 10

1 Timothy 6:17



Definition of CHARGE: The word charge is a strong word that means a command. This is not a
negotiable option. God is giving an order to the rich people.

God does want us to be blessed. But so often when people receive large sums of money, the
wealth goes to their head. They become haughty.

Definition of HAUGHTY:

e FElevated higher

e It means that somebody considers themselves better than others.

The rich are not to trust in their riches. Because riches are uncertain. Their trust needs to be in the
living God.

If someone is blessed financially, that is a good thing. Just be careful that you keep separate who
you are from what you own. Your identity should not be wrapped up in the things that you own.

1 Timothy 6:18
The rich are instructed to do good.
Definition of GOOD WORKS:
o Works that are good, beneficial, excellent, profitable, and helpful to others.

e Deeds that leave people in a better condition than they were before the deeds were
performed.

This literally means that they should be elated and thrilled about every opportunity they have to
give. It should excite them to have opportunities to give to others.

God requires everyone to be a giver. But when a person is especially blessed financially, more
than others, God expects that person to do more than others, because he has more.

1 Timothy 6:19
This verse is speaking about investing in eternity. Money that is spent on your own pleasure right

now is gone once it is spent. This is not a bad thing. On the other hand, when you sow your
money into the Gospel, it reaches into eternity.



Paul begins his commands to the rich writing about contentment.

1 Timothy 6:6-8

We are supposed to flee from the love of money and materialism. We are to pursue other things.
1 Timothy 6:11

Definition of FLEE: To flee or avoid by flight things that can put you in bondage or immoral
and wicked behavior.

Definition of PURSUE:

e Earnestly endeavor to acquire
e Aggressively chase like a hunter pursuing a prize
Matthew 6:31-33

Jesus taught us that unsaved people pursue material things. As Christians, God desires us to be
blessed, but we are not to seek after or pursue these things. We are to seek first God’s Kingdom.

5. The fight of faith
1 Timothy 6:12

Many have the misconception that walking by faith means that you effortlessly glide to God‘s
destination for your life with no struggles.

This teaches the opposite.

Definition of FIGHT:

A fight

This Greek word is where we get the word “agony”.

The word was used to depict athletic conflicts in competitions.



Where does the struggle come from?

The mind that struggles to understand what God told us to do.

People who oppose us.

The devil himself stands against us when we walk by faith.

The word “good” gives us a picture of somebody who gives their best effort. They do a first-
class job at resisting their opponent.

The second word “fight” is different from the first word. It gives the picture of a total
commitment to victory.

When we walk by faith, God is calling on us to fight and to give a concentrated effort to stand
firm in what we believe. Fight in a manner that is worthy of the reward.

In this case, the reward is eternal life.
1 Timothy 6:13-16

Paul tells Timothy to keep this commandment. The commandment he is speaking of is to “fight
the good fight of faith and lay hold of eternal life”.

Definition of LAY HOLD OF:

e To struggle to obtain
How can this be the case if we have already received eternal life by faith?

Many things come against us in life and try to pull us away from our walk with Christ. We must
fight the good fight of faith because the reward is eternal life.

6. Closing words from Paul to Timothy
1 Timothy 6:20, 21
e Guard what was committed to your trust.

The Greek reads —




Timothy had a spiritual deposit of sound doctrine that he was to guard against those who were
preaching false doctrine.

The word “guard” was used in reference to customs regulations at a border crossing.
The Greek word was also used of shepherds who had to protect their flock from wolves.
One of the jobs of a pastor is to protect the church from false doctrine.

¢ Avoiding the profane and idle babblings and contradictions of what is falsely called
knowledge.

Paul is emphasizing what he brought up at the begging in the letter to Timothy — to avoid debates
with the Gnostics.

Some of these Gnostics strayed away from faith in Christ.

The Apostle Paul concluded his letter to Timothy, warning him about his duty to confront false
teachers and doctrine.

Then, he said — “Grace be with you.”

This closing is important because Timothy did want to fulfill some of his duties.

The word “grace” used here means “empowerment”.

Timothy was empowered and enabled by the Holy Spirit to carry out all of his duties.

There are no other salutations here, which proves that this letter was not to be read in public.

This was a personal letter from Paul to Timohty to help him fulfill his pastoral duties as the
pastor of church at Ephesus.



