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Pastoral Epistles Part 2 

Second Timothy Chapter Two 
 

1.  Be strong! 

 

2 Timothy 2:1    

 

When we begin reading chapter two, we must remind ourselves of the history. Nero was 

persecuting the church during this time and church members were leaving the church to save 

their own lives. Leaders in the church were deserting Timothy.  Timothy was also combating 

false doctrine. 

 

Timothy may have felt like he was failing at his assignment as the pastor of the largest church in 

the world. He needed strength to stay where God wanted him to fulfill the assignment God called 

him to. 

 

Definition of STRONG:  Comes from the Greek word DUNAMIS.  The word presents a picture 

of an explosive power being deposited in some type of container or vessel.  

 

In this case, the container was Timothy!  He needed power, so Paul told him to be strong.  

 

Because Timothy was struggling with feeling like a failure, it is possible he did not feel worthy 

to receive a supernatural touch from God. That is why Paul says be strong in the grace that is in 

Christ Jesus.  

 

In other words, the supernatural strength you need does not come because you deserve it. It could 

be worded this way – Be strong by the means of the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 

 

God makes this grace available to every Christian!  The word “grace” could be translated 

_____________________________. 

 

If you need strength to fulfill the assignment God has given you, that strength is available 

through the grace of God!  
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2.  A leader pours his life into others. 

 

2 Timothy 2:2    

 

When Timothy was the pastor and Ephesus, he had leaders with him that he sincerely believed 

would be faithful. He invested his life into a group of leaders for three years. He spent time with 

them, loved them, taught them, and poured his life into them. 

 

The persecution from Nero against the church caused masses of believers to turn back to their 

old pagan worship. Many of the leaders that Timothy had invested in, walked away from him.  

 

After all of this, Paul tells him that he must invest in others. He had already been burned once. 

Now Paul was telling him to start all over again.  

 

Definition of COMMIT:  To be alongside someone.  It presents the picture of a close 

relationship. It literally means to come close in order to make a deposit in someone’s life.  

 

Paul was instructing Timothy to choose a new group of leaders, develop close relationships with 

them, and make a deposit into their lives. In order to do this, he had to set aside the hurt and the 

pain from the previous group.  

 

3.  A good soldier 

 

2 Timothy 2:3, 4 

 

Definition of ENTANGLED:  The word entangled is often used to describe a person entangled in 

his lower garments or a person who is caught in some type of vine. However, in this case, the 

word describes something that has been woven together.  

 

Paul is telling Christians that we do not have the privilege of getting too involved or intertwined 

with matters that are unimportant in the light of eternity. 

 

When the word is used to describe a runner, whose garments becoming tangled in his legs, the 

result is the runner’s pace is hindered. So, the word used by Paul is describing something that is 

hindering you from running your race. 

 

How do you know if you are entangled in something? Ask yourself – Could I give it up if the 

Lord asked me to? Has it become so woven into the fabric of my life that I am now entangled? 

 

4.  An athlete competing for the prize 

 

2 Timothy 2:5    

 

First, Paul tells Timothy to endure hardness as a good soldier. Now he is talking about someone 

involved in athletic competitions.  
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Someone who is serious about his sport will undergo any hardship and training to reach their 

goal.  

 

Definition of STRIVE:  The word describes a committed, full-time, professional, and determined 

athlete. These are the qualities that Paul is telling Timothy he needs to face the challenges that 

are coming his way. 

 

Paul is asking Timothy, “Are you willing to be committed to winning your fight as much as 

athletes are committed to winning a sport?” 

 

5.  A hard working farmer 

 

2 Timothy 2:6    

 

First, Paul tells Timothy to endure hardness as a good soldier. Then he exhorted him to develop 

the mentality of a professional athlete. Now Paul tells him to think like a farmer. He’s telling him 

to work hard like a farmer.  

 

Definition of HARDWORKING:  __________________________________________________ 

 

This is the kind of farmer who gives every ounce of strength to finish his task. Although he is 

weary, he keeps going. He rejects the temptation to quit. 

 

This Greek word also suggests that the farmer is laboring in the heat of the afternoon. The 

ground is dry, but the farmer keeps plowing and sowing. At the end of the day, he is physically 

exhausted and covered with dirt. He has done hard work.  

 

If you are going to reap a harvest, you must get out in the field and do the job. If you do your job 

faithfully like a hard-working farmer, you will reap an abundant harvest.  

 

6.  The elect 

 

2 Timothy 2:7-10 

 

The “elect” speaks of the Gentiles that Paul was called to reach with the Gospel. 

 

7.  The mentality of the early church 

 

2 Timothy 2:11-13 

 

2 Timothy 2:11-13 is a song that the early church sang during their worship services. 

 

This is a faithful saying: For if we died with Him, We shall also live with Him. – They were 

singing about martyrdom! Persecution and death were such a part of the church that it was 

included in their worship songs! 
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If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. – These are the 

lyrics of a people who have no fear! 

 

If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself. – The early Christians believed 

that there was no excuse to deny Jesus Christ under the pressure of persecution. The content of 

this hymn shows the seriousness of following Christ. 

 

2 Timothy 2:14    

 

8.  Rightly dividing the Word 

 

2 Timothy 2:15    

  

We present ourselves to God as approved and without shame by rightly dividing the word of 

truth. 

 

Definition of RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH:  A teacher of the Word of God 

not only gives the true meaning of the Word, but also the true application of the Word. 

 

2 Timothy 2:16-19 

 

9.  Vessels 

 

2 Timothy 2:20, 21 

 

The vessels of gold silver were used for different things than the vessels of wood and clay. The 

wooden clay vessels were used for practical things around the house. 

 

This illustrates the body of Christ. We all have different functions and responsibilities.   

 

As discussed in the course “Walking in Holiness”, we can determine which kind of vessel are for 

God.  Being a wood, clay, silver, or gold vessel is not determined by God, but by us.  Holiness 

promotes us to a gold vessel. 

 

This can be seen in the next verse. 

 

2 Timothy 2:22   Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with 

those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.  

 

Definition of FLEE: 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Flee 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 
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Definition of YOUTHFUL LUSTS:  The passions, desires, cravings, longings, and impulses of 

youth 

 

In context, if one wants to be a gold vessel, it is necessary to run away from youthful lusts. 

 

Not only are we to flee these things.  We are not to make any provision for them. 

 

This passage also means that we are to be careful not to indulge in the moment with a corrupt 

passion.  Instead, we are to pursue righteousness. 

 

Definition of PURSUE: 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Eagerly endeavor to acquire 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Run after 

 

2 Timothy 2:22 – Amplified Bible 

Shun youthful lusts and flee from them, and aim at and pursue righteousness (all that is virtuous 

and good, right living, conformity to the will of God in thought, word, and deed); [and aim at 

and pursue] faith, love, [and] peace (harmony and concord with others) in fellowship with all 

[Christians], who call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.  

 

2 Timohty 2:22 – New Living Translation 

Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts. Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness, 

love, and peace. Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.  

 

2 Timothy 2:22 – The Passion Translation 

Run as fast as you can from all the ambitions and lusts of youth; and chase after all that is pure. 

Whatever builds up your faith and deepens your love must become your holy pursuit. And live in 

peace with all those who worship our Lord Jesus with pure hearts.  

 

10.  How a leader brings correction 

 

2 Timothy 2:23-26 

 

When Timothy was pastoring the Ephesian church, he had some insubordinate people in church 

leadership positions. Paul is telling Timothy the attitude he needed to maintain when dealing 

with people who have bad attitudes. 

 

Definition of QUARREL:  Dispute, argue, or get into strife or contention with someone else 
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Specifically, this speaks of using your words to fight with people. When we are bringing 

correction to people as leadership, we cannot get dragged into a war of words with people who 

have bad attitudes. 

 

Definition of GENTLE:  _________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This word is often used and dealing with children. Paul is suggesting to Timothy that he is 

dealing with immature people who he must treat like children. 

 

Paul gives instructions to a leader on how to bring correction into someone’s life who initially 

does not respond the way that they should. You should not allow yourself to get caught up in any 

emotional war. Do your best to lovingly deal with that person like a child who needs to be taught 

how to respond to authority and who needs guidance and correction from someone who loves 

them. 

 

In this passage the phrase “able to teach”, in verse 24, is surrounded by significant words all 

having to do with qualities of life. They describe a person who is in control of himself.  

 

Definition of ABLE TO TEACH:  Being able to communicate with others, without being 

quarrelsome and stirring up arguments. It is the ability to control oneself when communicating.  

 

Definition of PATIENT:  _________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The word portrays the attitude a leader should have when they receive a poor response to their 

correction. It should be an attitude that is tolerant and bears with a bad, depraved, or evil 

response.  

 

When we bring correction into a person’s life and the response is wrong, we are not to get 

emotional and upset about it. 

 

Galatians 6:1   

 

When I bring correction into someone’s life, it is always helpful for me to remember how 

difficult it might be for me to be in their shoes. I should consider how I would want to be told if I 

had done something wrong.  

 

Before you bring correction into someone’s life, pray about the most peaceful and positive way 

to bring the correction. Do it in the right spirit, and do not permit yourself to get upset. 

 

Definition of SERVANT:  In the Greek, the word means a bondslave who is bound to do what he 

is told to do, regardless of what he thinks about it.  
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Paul uses the word “servant” to describe Timothy. Paul uses this word to describe Timothy who 

had to deal with problem makers in his church. Timothy probably did not want to do what Paul 

was telling him to do, but he did not have a choice how to handle the situation. Whether he 

wanted to do it or did not want to do it, Timothy had a step up to the plate and do it the way God 

wanted him to do it. 

 

When you take a position of leadership, you also take the responsibility that goes with it. If 

someone under your authority is acting in a wrong manner, it is your job as a leader to deal with 

it rather than just hoping the problem goes away.  

 

When bringing correction into someone’s life, it is with the intention of helping that person. If 

the person chooses to listen to you and submit to your authority, they can be changed. But when 

we ignore the problem, it will get worse. 

 

As a leader, you may not want to deal with the problem, and you may even dread your 

appointment with the person. But once you finally deal with the problem, you will be thankful 

and the other team members will be thankful. Your willingness to confront the problem will 

bring respect from your team. 

 

Here Paul is still telling Timothy how to deal with people in the church who are causing 

problems. 

 

2 Timothy 2:26    

 

Definition of TAKEN CAPTIVE:  To take an animal alive and put them in a cage.  

 

The people who are causing problems are often themselves victims of the enemy who has taken 

them captive to disrupt the local church.  

 

Usually, the entry point for the devil is offense.  

 

When this happens with a person and their pastor, the person‘s perspective of someone they once 

honored and respected can change rapidly. First there is an offense, and after that, there are 

thoughts of the enemy that are placed in their mind about their pastor. 

 

The enemy is attacking the person’s mind and emotions.  The victim does not realize their 

deception. They have been taken captive to do the devil’s will. Thankfully, God can deal with a 

person’s heart like this, and the relationship with the authority in their life can be restored. 

However, this is a rare occurrence. 

 

 

 

 


