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WE WILL NOT 

QUIT! 
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 The Buffalo Dream Center finds itself in 

an unusual season.  After two decades of inner city 

ministry, we are faced with a problem of having to 

leave both of our facilities. 

 For nineteen years, the Buffalo Christian 

Center, located on Pearl Street in downtown Buffa-

lo, has been the home of our Sunday services, the 

Kidz Club after school program, youth discipleship 

programs, and many other ministries.  The building 

was sold and we must find a new place. 

 That is not all.  At the same time, our six 

thousand square feet warehouse facility has also 

become unavailable.  The Larkin Center of Com-

merce had donated this space to the Dream Center 

for the past four years.  With loading docks, fork-

lifts, and plenty of space for pallets of food and 

household 

items, this 

warehouse has 

allowed the 

Dream Center 

to meet the 

needs of thou-

sands of peo-

ple through 

Project Prevention, the Joseph Project Mobile Food 

Pantry, and Boxes of Love. 

 I have to admit that losing both buildings 

at the same time felt overwhelming at first.  After 

going through all of the emotions I realized that 

God has not brought the ministry this far so that we 

can quit.  We cannot give up! 

 There are so many people who are a part 

of the Dream Center family who are serving God 

today because we did not quit.  Many of the young 

men and women in their early to mid-twenties at 

our church once sat on big blue tarps on empty lots 

and heard about Jesus at Kidz Club.  It was not 

always easy.  Many times the only volunteers were 

members of my family and Tomaine, a ten-year-old 

boy who worked alongside of us after giving his life 

to Jesus at Kidz Club.  Tomaine is twenty-four to-

day and works full-time at the Dream Center.  One 

reason he is here is because we did not quit. 

 The bus ministry was not simple or easy.  

It cost us a lot of money.  I remember trying to jump 

start the bus with my father-in-law, Pastor Carmen, 

on a Sunday morning in January.  The bus was 

vandalized.  It broke down often.  But we did not 

quit.  Children and families were changed by the 

power of Jesus because they had a ride to church.  

We are still filling the Dream Center with people 

every Sunday because of the bus ministry. 

 Homeless men are saved and turning 

their lives around because we did not give up.  

Ladies caught in 

the bondage of 

prostitution are 

finding hope and 

freedom because 

we did not give 

up. 

 While 

walking through 

this time, I received 

an encouraging text from a good friend.  This lady 

was praying for me and felt that the Spirit of God 

gave her a scripture passage for the Dream Center 

– Isaiah 41:10.  It says, “Fear not, for I am with you; 

Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strength-

en you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with 

My righteous right hand.” 
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 Worry, stress, and anxiety are other 

words for “fear”.  We must refuse to allow these 

things into our lives.  When I read this verse, fear 

left me immediately!  We must walk in boldness in 

order to move forward in the plan of God.  Faith and 

fear are opposite forces.  One thing I have learned 

is that faith always moves forward.  We are going 

forward, not backing down! 

 The next thing God says in this verse is 

that He is with us.  That is incredible.  The same 

God who performed the miracles of the Bible is with 

us now!   

 We are not dismayed.  “Dismayed” 

means to look around in amazement.  It describes a 

person who is standing in one place with a blank 

stare on their face, not knowing what to do.  It 

means to be bewildered.  We are refusing to do 

this.  Instead, we realize that God Himself is giving 

us the strength to move on.  Greater things are 

ahead.   

 We never slowed down on our summer 

ministry.  Nearly eighty outreaches took place be-

tween June and August.  There was a temptation to 

halt some of the foreign missions we are currently 

doing.  I heard the Spirit of God tell me to go for-

ward.  It is not His will for us to slow down anything 

we are doing around the world.  As I write this arti-

cle, Michelle and Emilie are in Africa.  We are going 

to Pakistan in October.  India is in our radar for 

early next year.  We cannot quit.  We cannot give 

up. 

 In 2 Timothy 4:7, Paul the Apostle said, “I 

have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 

I have kept the faith.” 

 Faith is something you have to hold onto.  

For more than twenty years, the Buffalo Dream 

Center has kept the faith.  We are not about to stop.  

All we are asking is that you stand in faith with us.  

Together we will continue to make a difference in 

the lives of the people of the inner city and in coun-

tries where many have not heard of the goodness 

of Jesus. 
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 Pastor Eric and Michelle Johns live in the 

upper west side of Buffalo.  The neighborhood is 

filled with refugee families.  More than seventy 

languages are spoken.  Many of the families are 

living in poverty and are in need of 

basic living essentials, including food. 

 On Wednesday, August 6, Feed the 

Children sent two semi-trucks filled with food and 

hygiene products to Dewitt Street.  The small one-

way street was closed down for the day.  The first 

volunteers arrived early in the morning to unload 

the trucks and set up the assembly line of 

food.  Soon after that, Tops Friend-

ly Markets, Frito-Lay, 

and 

Pepsi 

delivered food and flavored water. 

 Nearly three hundred volunteers from 

local churches and businesses helped distribute 

and carry the food home for families living in the 

area.  More than twenty organizations took part in 

the event.  The Erie County Sheriff’s Department 

was present with two officers mounted on horses.  

Buffalo City Councilman, David Rivera, 

joined the volunteers.  The day 

was covered in the news 

media by the newspaper,  

television, and radio sta-

tions.   

 Each family 

walked away with more 

than sixty pounds of food.  

The eight hundred families 

served included more than 

three thousand people.  
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 The summer months at the Buffalo 

Dream Center are always filled with excitement as 

thousands of people are reached with the love of 

Jesus.  Hundreds of volunteers joined the Buffalo 

Dream Center to make an impact on Buffalo and 

Niagara Falls during June, July, and August.  By 

the end of the summer, seventy-eight outreaches 

took place.   

 Fourteen teams from several states, 

Canada, and South Africa took part in week-long 

mission trips.  Along with the teams, two interns 

joined the Dream Center for the month of July.  

Lexi Paladin, from Pittsburgh, and Hannah La-

marco, from Rochester, gave half of their summer 

to serve children, the homeless, and families.  They 

helped plan and lead events.  They also had per-

sonal time with Pastor Eric, Michelle, and their 

family. 

 Ten youth and young adults worked their 

summer jobs at the Buffalo Dream Center through 

the City of Buffalo’s Mayor’s Summer Youth Pro-

gram.  The young peo- ple, many of 

whom experi- enced their 

first summer job, 

worked at Kidz Club 

every day.  They 

received a weekly 

paycheck from the city. 

 The premiere ministry of the summer 

was Kidz Club, which took place five days each 

week for six weeks.  About four hundred children 

were reached with the Gospel every week.  A new 

site was held on Pooley Place, on the west side of 

Buffalo.  When pioneering a new Kidz Club site, it 

usually takes a few weeks for the crowd to build.  

This was not the case on Pooley Place.  More than 

one hundred children and parents attended the first 

Kidz Club on that street.  It quickly became one of 

the favorite sites for the teams. 

 The first hour of every Kidz Club site is 

like a mini-carnival.  Face painting, jump rope con-

tests, a bean bag toss, sidewalk chalk coloring 

contests, blowing bubbles, and many other things 

fill the empty lot and surrounding sidewalks.  When 

the announcement is made, all of the activities shut 

down and the program begins.  Kidz Club is a high-

energy program filled with songs, dances, dramas, 

crazy games, and an exciting lesson 

that communicates the Gospel 

effectively to children.  Every 

week many children gave 

their lives to Jesus. 

 Hundreds of families 

were assisted with food and 

household products throughout 

the summer as Project Pre-

vention delivered items 

throughout Buffalo.  

This ministry directly 

impacts families 

living in poverty, 

including many refugee families.  Muslim families 

are being reached with the love of Jesus.  When 

these families arrive from other countries they are 

in need of basic necessities.  When volunteers 

show up at their homes with food, furniture, and 

even appliances, it opens their hearts to the Gos-

pel. 

 Another highlight of the summer were the 

late nights when teams hit the streets to give away 

sandwiches and hygiene products to the homeless, 

prostitutes, drug addicts, and gang members.  

When the sun goes down in the city, many people 

come out.  This ministry brought the love of Christ 

to men living under bridges and others sleeping on 

park benches.  Women working the streets for their 

drug habits were impacted by ladies willing to give 

them a flower and a sandwich.  Some of them 

broke down and began to weep, admitting that they 

needed help. 

 The Joseph Project Mobile Food Pantry 

served thousands of people throughout the sum-

mer.  In the month of July, the pantry 

helped more than three thousand peo-

ple.  One lady who receives food 

from the pantry told a local news 

station that the Joseph Project has 

helped her in difficult times.  She 

said, “I love them!  I was able to 

feed my family because of 

them.” 

 Pastor John and 

Shirley Tasch held their 

Summer Intern Program 

and a mission team once 

again 

this 

sum-

mer.  

FALL 2014 
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Their teams assisted with many outreaches includ-

ing the first outreach ever held  on Grant Street at 

the Dream Center’s bilingual congregation.  Many 

Spanish speaking families were introduced to the 

weekly service which began about one year ago.   

 Making bags of groceries, painting, 

mowing lawns, and moving furniture were just 

some of the work projects that were done.  

Chapel services at homeless shelters for men 

and women, serving at soup kitchens, and 

Adopt-A-Block were other ministries that took 

place. 

 The summer ended with the Back to 

School Bash in Niagara Falls.  This exciting 

event always draws hundreds of families.  A dunk 

dank, bounce house, carnival games, cotton candy, 

a clothing distribution, and free hot dogs were just 

some of the things that filled Falls Street.  Several  

 

 

hundred people stayed for the Kidz Club program.  

Children and parents responded to the Gospel.  At 

the end of the day more than three hundred back-

packs filled with school supplies 

were distributed to children in 

need. 

 The summer 

was a great success with so 

many people in Buffalo, Niaga-

ra Falls, and the nearby city of 

Lockport touched by the minis-

try of the Buffalo Dream Cen-

ter.  Thank you to the volun-

teers and teams that gave 

their time and resources to 

make a difference in the 

lives of people.  

Pastor Eric T. Johns

repentance
Biblical

Two New Series from the Buffalo Dream Center 

Available in CD and MP3 formats. 
Order your copy today @ www.buffalodreamcenter.org 

Now Available! Coming Soon! 

Pastor Eric T. Johns

like meblack
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TWO TEAMS REACH THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE IN HONDURAS  
 Two teams, led by Michelle Johns, 

reached more than four thousand people with the 

love of Jesus in Honduras at the beginning of the 

summer.  In sixteen days, thirty-seven people from 

the United States, Canada, and Honduras came 

together to hold twenty-six outreaches. 

 The ministry was diverse including out-

reaches to handicapped children who had been 

abandoned by their parents, elderly men and wom-

en who were found on the streets, and hundreds of 

school children at special assemblies.   

 At one of the schools team members did 

a program for more than nine hundred students.  

The day previous to the outreach some of the stu-

dents from the school had been kidnapped and 

taken to a different area of the city.  They were pres-

sured to sell drugs.  When the students refused, 

they were killed.  The principle of the school shared 

this with the school before the program started.  The 

children listened closely to the Gospel and many 

received Jesus. 

 The teams distributed lunches to parents 

in the pediatric ward of a government hospital.  The 

hospitals in Honduras require parents to stay with 

their children, but no food is provided for them.  The 

team members prayed for the families and gave 

away balloons and stuffed animals to the children. 

 Honduras mission trips are all about 

reaching the people who are overlooked by others.  

The days are spent sharing the love of Jesus with 

the “least of these”.  This was true for the team as 

they went to a prison for children and teens. 

 Michelle Johns shared about what God 

did in the prison.  She said, “When we first arrived 

they agreed to let part of our team into the prison to 

minister to some of the inmates.  However, all of the 

team members under sixteen were not allowed in 

the prison.  The warden also told us that 

we were 

not allowed to use our sound system and that we 

had to stay separate from the inmates.  He said that 

they were very dangerous people so it was for our 

safety.  We walked around the prison and listened 

to the warden tell us about his vision to educate the 

prisoners.  He told us stories about some of the 

inmates.  As he talked and got to know us, he be-

gan to give us favor.  He decided to let the children 

on our team come in the prison.  Then he decided to 

give us a room where we could use our sound sys-

tem.  Finally, right before we were about to begin, 

he agreed to let us play games and interact with the 

inmates.  We were so happy.  It was amazing to see 

the hand of God on our outreach.” 

 The inmates that came in the room were 

very young.  Some of them were only eleven-years-

old. Even some of the youngest prisoners had mur-

dered people.  The crowed was tough.  But as the 

team played games with them, they were able to 

break down the barriers.  By the time they preached 

the Gospel, they were ready to receive.  Many of 

them gave their lives to Jesus and left with smiles 

on their faces. 

 Outreaches were held in remote villages 

where the residents live in extreme poverty and  

primitive conditions.  One of these villages,       

Amapala, required about three hours of traveling.  

The village is on an island.  The team first took a 

boat to the island and then rode in the back of 

pickup trucks up a mountain.  Many people re-

sponded to the Gospel in Amapala. 

 Team members had an adventurous ride 

through the mountains to reach the vil-

lage of Orica.  When they arrived, 

some of the team walked through the 

village area and let people know that 

the outreach was about to 

begin.  It did not take long for more than two hun-

dred fifty people to arrive.  Many of the people in the 

crowd were children.  They enjoyed lots of pre-

service activities like face painting, coloring, blowing 

bubbles, and races.  After the activities everyone 

gathered for the service.  The crowd was very atten-

tive to the message of the Gospel and many gave 

their lives to Christ. 

 One of the most incredible experiences 

for teams that go with the Buffalo Dream Center to 

Honduras is the opportunity to build a house for a 

homeless family.  Both teams did this.  One of the 

homes was built for a woman who was expecting 

her first child.  When the house was finished,     

Tomaine Jordan, one of the team leaders, present-

ed it to the lady.  She cried and cried with gratitude. 

 The poorest of the poor were reached 

with the love of Jesus in the garbage dumps.  Sand-

wiches were distributed to people who actually live 

in the dumps.  It broke many hearts to see the con-

ditions and poverty of these families.  Nate, the 

youngest member of the team, was impacted by this 

experience and asked, “How can people live in gar-

bage, make their bed out of garbage bags, and use 

a tire for a pillow?” 

 Those who went to Honduras will be for-

ever changed.  Someone said, “It was my first time 

traveling out of the country on a mission trip and by 

far the best experience I've had yet.”  Another stat-

ed, “After the house was done, we presented it to 

the mother.  That's what broke me.  As she cried, I 

was overwhelmed with emotion. God was showing 

me what it looked like to have hope fulfilled.” 

 Plans are already being 

made for trips to Honduras 

next year.  Contact the 

Buffalo Dream 

Center if you are 

interested in being 

a part of this life-

changing 

experience.  



 

 As you read this newsletter, Michelle and 

Emilie Johns will have just completed a trip to Afri-

ca.  Pastors and leaders were trained how to 

reach children with the Gospel.  The ministry in 

Africa took the ladies and their team to remote 

places in Tanzania, Kenya, and Rwanda. 

 Plans are 

being made for a trip in 

October to Pakistan.  

Three new cities will be 

reached with the Gospel.  

Pastors and leaders will be 

trained how to evangelize 

children.  They will also be 

challenged to begin schools and 

Kidz Club programs.  Half of the 

country of Pakistan is under the age of 

fifteen.  The Buffalo Dream Center is work-

ing alongside indigenous leaders to sys-

tematically train leaders across the entire 

country of Pakistan in eight years. 

 As the Dream Center enters 

next year, a trip to India is planned.  

India is the most unreached coun-

try of the world.  The Johns family, along with 

others, will be training 

pastors and doing 

outreaches in 

remote villages.  

The Buffalo 

Dream Cen-

ter currently oversees two orphanag-

es, both called the Center of Hope.  

The Center of Hope in Guntur, India 

is a launching pad for young men 

who want to plant churches in these 

villages.  

UPCOMING MISSIONS AROUND THE WORLD 
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