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DIFFERENCE 
MAKING  A 

 When Michelle and I began the Buffalo 

Dream Center more than two decades ago we       

pioneered ministries that nobody else was doing.  Our 

after school program was the first of its kind.  Adopt-A-

Block was a revolutionary idea.  We rapidly began 

ministries when we saw the need.  Many of the      

programs we started that fed people, impacted the lives 

of children, and met the needs of inner city families 

were God-given ideas that were not being done by a lot 

of churches and organizations. 

 But things have changed in the past twenty 

years.  Now there are after school programs all 

throughout our city.  College groups are cleaning up 

the streets.  Church groups are repairing the homes of 

families in need.  Even going out late at night to give 

sandwiches homeless guys is being done by several 

groups. 

 If getting children off of the streets and into a 

midnight basketball program was the key, we would 

have seen a bigger impact by now.  If tutoring children 

in math and English was going to make all of the differ-

ence, we would have seen generational curses broken 

by now.  There are no lack of great programs.  There 

are many opportunities for people to receive assistance 

and break the cycle in which they have been trapped. 

 So why hasn’t our city changed?  It is simple.  

If people do not have an encounter with Jesus it is all 

pointless. 

 But there is a problem.  The church, which is 

designed by God to bring people into an encounter with 

Jesus, has made it more difficult for people to have that 

experience.  The North American church has excluded 

the Holy Spirit from its Sunday services and ministries.  

Rather than allowing the Holy Spirit to have His way, 

many churches have become “seeker sensitive”.  We 

are in by 10:00 a.m. and out by 11:00 a.m.  There is no 

time for the Holy Spirit to do anything even if He    

wanted to! 

 We don’t pray for the sick.  We don’t see 

people set free from demonic bondages.  The gifts of 

the Spirit are not evident.  Some pastors even tell their 

leadership to hold back on operating in the gifts.  The 

reason for all this is so that we do not offend first time 

visitors.  We want to be appealing to the world. 

 Many pastors will not preach about sin.  They 

will not even read the Bible!  The messages are only 

motivational speeches.  But this is not what America 

needs.  People don’t need another motivational      

message.  They need Jesus to transform their lives! 

 The ironic thing is that our services are not 

changing lives.  Our programs having little effect.  If we 

allowed the Holy Spirit to have His way we would see 

better results. 

 This is why we need the Holy Spirit on    

Sundays.  We need him when we are distributing food 

and toys at Christmas.  We need him when we bring 

children to our after school program.  If we are just 

running services and programs and not bringing people 

into an encounter with Jesus, we are just like the world.   

 In the Old Testament, when Elijah was about 

to be taken to heaven, his servant Elisha followed him 

from city to city.  He knew his master was going to be 

taken from him.  He would not leave his side.  At every 

city Elijah told him to remain there as he traveled onto 

another place.  But Elisha did not comply.  He desired 

a greater anointing.   

 Elijah asked him, “What do you want?”   

Elisha said, “I want a double portion of your anointing.” 

 There were groups of men in every city that 

Elijah and Elisha walked through.  The Bible calls them 

the sons of the prophets.  These men were being 

trained in the ministry.  They, like Elisha, knew that 

Elijah was going to be taken into heaven.  They even 

asked Elisha if he knew about it. 

 But there was a difference between Elisha 

and the sons of the prophets.  Elisha would not leave 

Elijah’s side.  The Bible tells us that the sons of the 

prophets stood “at a distance” watching what would 

happen to Elijah.   

 These men remind me of the North American 

church.  They have good services.  They sing all of the 

latest songs.  Their ministries even have enough of the 

Holy Spirit to classify them as Charismatic.  But they 

are not hungry for more.       ...continued on page 2 



 

 On the other hand, Elisha was not      

satisfied.  He was hungry.  He desired more of 

God’s presence.   

 We don’t hear much more about the sons 

of the prophets after this.  But we see Elisha step 

into an incredible ministry. 

 America needs God’s presence.  People 

need an encounter with Jesus.  The church is God’s 

idea.  It is His plan to bring people to a relationship 

with Jesus through the church.  It is time for the 

North American church to realize that this will not 

happen without the presence of God.  We need the 

Holy Spirit! 

 As you read this newsletter please    

consider supporting the Buffalo Dream Center as 

we bring people to Jesus.  We are known for    

helping people.  Especially at this time of the year 

as I live with the homeless and we begin wrapping 

gifts and packing bags of food for Boxes of Love.  

But all of our outreaches to families in the city are 

really for one purpose – we want them to          

experience a relationship with Jesus.   

 I have felt like Elisha.  I am not satisfied!  

I desire more of God’s presence.  I am desperate 

for him.  There is no way I want to be like the sons 

of the prophets!  I want to have the spirit of Elisha – 

always desiring more of Him in my life. 

...CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 
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 It has become a part of the Christmas 

Season in Buffalo, New York.  What would it be 

without Pastor Eric living with the homeless?  Even 

when Pastor Eric tried to retire from his homeless 

week, people in the community would not accept it.   

 “People stopped me on the street and 

expressed their disappointment that I would not be 

continuing the annual tradition,” said Pastor Eric.  

“Many people wanted me to keep going.  So, here I 

am doing it another year.” 

 This will be the seventeenth year for 

Pastor Eric.  He will leave his home on Monday, 

November 23rd to live with the homeless until  

Saturday, November 28th.  He will sleep on the 

streets and eat in soup kitchens.  He and others 

with him will spend the week reaching out to those 

who call the streets their home.   

 The homeless week shines a light on the 

need in Buffalo.  As people see Pastor Eric on the 

news and read about him the newspaper they have 

an opportunity to support Boxes of Love.  What 

began nearly two decades ago as an effort to give 

gifts to two hundred children has become one of 

the largest Christmas outreaches in the City of 

Buffalo.  Every year the Dream Center leads a 

coalition of churches, community centers, and 

businesses that assist nearly three thousand   

families with food and wrapped Christmas gifts.  

Volunteers are needed to wrap gifts, pack bags of 

food, and help at distribution sites throughout   

Buffalo and Niagara Falls.   

 “God’s nature is to give, even when we 

don’t deserve it,” says Pastor Eric.  “He sent his 

only Son.  He gave Jesus to this world, because he 

loves us so much.  When churches in Western 

New York give food and toys to families in need, 

we are not just participating in a Holiday give-a-

way.  We are showing the love of Jesus to a city.” 

 One mother cried as she thanked Pastor 

Eric.  She told him that she was not able to afford 

anything for Christmas.  The gifts provided by  

Boxes of Love were the only things she was able to 

give to her children. 

 Refugee families have often benefitted 

from Boxes of Love.  Sometimes they are so new 

to the country that they have yet to receive any 

kind of identification.  At one distribution site last 

year translators were available to help with seven 

languages. 

 The head of the household for many 

inner city families is the grandmother.  Many grand-

mothers can be seen standing in line at distribution 

sites.  Sometimes their sons and daughters are in 

prison or using drugs.  This forces many grand-

parents to have to raise their grandchildren.  A 

turkey, some groceries, and toys help make 

Christmas special for these families. 

 Many charities that distribute toys 

and food require people to travel to a central 

location.  Boxes of Love helps families 

throughout Buffalo and Niagara Falls 

by hosting distribution sites in 

neighborhoods.  Community 

centers and churches hold the 

distributions right in the  

neighborhoods where 

the people 

live.  Some 

families 

receive 

their Boxes 

of Love 

delivered 

to their 

homes.  

Sometimes 

this is done 

for the elderly,    

handicapped, and 

refugees who do not 

understand where to go for their food and toys. 

 Even at distribution sites, when people 

receive their food and toys, a volunteer is ready to 

help carry everything back to their homes.  This is 

greatly appreciated by people who cannot manage 

to carry a turkey, toys, and food four or five blocks.  

It also makes Boxes of Love more personal.    

Before a big distribution begins, Michelle Johns 

always tells volunteers that it does not matter if 

everything runs perfect.  What matters is that   

everyone is showing the love of Jesus to people.  

People are not meant to be just another person 

with a number standing in line.  Boxes of Love 

shows people that they matter. 

 Please consider volunteer-

ing your time or giving a financial 

gift to make Christmas special 

for an inner city family.   

Information on how you 

can be involved is  

enclosed in this     

newsletter. 
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 India still remains the most unreached 

nation in the world.  Many have not even had the 

opportunity to hear the Gospel.  Five hundred  

thousand villages have not heard about Jesus.  

Pastor Eric and Michelle have been working along-

side Indian pastors for years to bring the Gospel to 

these places.  In October, the Johns family and 

four others from Buffalo, Tennessee, and Canada 

preached the Gospel in many cities and village 

across two states in India.   They recently returned 

from an adventure in India.   

 During the first two weeks the team  

traveled three thousand kilometers.  They 

preached in thirty-four meetings.  After two weeks, 

some of the team went home, but Pastor Eric, 

Michelle, and their two sons, Alex and Nate,    

remained for another two weeks.  They traveled 

another three thousand five hundred kilometers 

holding another thirty-four meetings.  The team 

trained more than one thousand pastors and 

church leaders through nine leadership seminars.  

A special conference was also held for pastors’ 

children.  They brought the Gospel to schools, 

remote villages, and tribal areas.  They held large 

children’s festivals.  One of those festivals attracted 

a crowd of nearly one thousand people.  Altogether 

the team reached more than nine thousand people 

through sixty-eight services, outreaches, and   

children’s festivals. 

 Rather than tell the entire story, this 

article highlights some of the moments that       

impacted the team members personally. 

   

Pastor Eric Johns 

As the pastor of the Dream   

Center, I spend a lot 

of my time training 

young men.  I 

have had to 

privilege of being 

a     spiritual father 

to several young 

men.  I have 

watched 

some of 

them pursue 

God, but 

others walk 

away from 

the destiny God has for them.  While in India I was 

inspired by young men who are not only “working in 

the ministry”, but have given everything to serve 

God.  They are laying down their lives.  Dileep is 

twenty-six years old and is oversees two churches 

in one of the most persecuted areas of his state.  

Amos is only twenty-three.  He is the pastor of 

three churches.  Timothy, twenty-six, and Praven, 

twenty, have given their lives to plant a church in a 

slum area with much opposition from the local 

Hindu people.  One family has come to Christ.  

They are currently holding services and prayer 

meetings in their home.  Thank God for young men 

willing to give everything for the sake of the      

Gospel! 

 

Michelle Johns 

I believe God has appointments for people that 

change the direction of their lives.  Let me tell you 

about one.  While in India we did nine leadership 

training seminars.  At one of the seminars a Hindu 

lady walked up to me and told me her story.  She 

was a well-educated woman, the administrator of a 

large English teaching school in the district. 

 

“A few weeks ago a friend invited me to this     

seminar.  I thought that I might like to go but I  

forgot the date and location of the meeting.  Last 

night God woke me up and reminded me about the 

meeting and told me where it was.  I decided to 

come.  Today, I learned so much about Jesus.  I 

heard things about Him that I never knew before.  

Then at the end of the meeting 

when you prayed for 

me, I felt 

God’s presence.  I am definitely coming back to 

this church to learn more about Jesus. I want to 

know more about Him.” 

 

Victoria Johns 

Our last day of ministry in India was emotional.  I 

woke up that day knowing it was my last day and I 

was sad.  India is my favorite place in the world 

and whenever I go I do not want to leave.  We had 

an amazing full day of ministry.  We saw many 

miracles as we reached out to people.  One little 

girl touched my heart.  From the moment we saw 

each other that day until we left that night she 

stayed by my side. We held hands, danced, and 

played. She was one of the happiest little girls I 

have ever met.  One of the locals who could speak 

English told me that the girl’s mother died a couple 

years previous of “tumors”.  I am assuming her 

mother had some form of cancer, but since they 

lived in a slum area they didn’t have a doctor.  After 

her mom died her father decided he didn’t want her 

anymore and gave her to her aunt.  Her aunt   

treated her well and was a regular member of the 

church, so I knew she was growing up in a     

Christian home.  However, her story broke my 

heart and put me in my place.  I watched how  

happy this girl was and just thought about me.  I 

thought about how bent out of shape I can get 

about little things that are not      

important.  I thought about how the 

little girl’s problems were so much 

bigger than mine, but she was 

happy.  That little girl changed me.  

I wish I could bring 

her home for   

everyone to meet. 

 

Emilie Johns 

A few days 

before 

leaving 

for India,   

during our 

Tuesday 

night prayer 

at the Dream 

Center, I 

found myself 

distracted 
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and a little bit annoyed.  As most people know, the 

roof in our new building tends to leak into our   

auditorium when it rains.  That Tuesday night it was 

raining and dripping right where I was standing.  It 

was dripping on my arms the whole service.  I  

complained but eventually got over it.  During our 

first village meeting in India it was raining very 

hard.  As my mom got up to speak it began to rain 

even harder, but not only outside.  By the end of 

the meeting we were all siting in about two inches 

of water and completely drenched. Nobody in the 

meeting seemed to mind.  They all sat there and 

never took their attention off of my mom as she 

preached.  It was incredible.  I believe that God 

was showing me just how much I take for granted.  

The people of India are so selfless and hungry for 

God that nothing can take their attention away from 

what He is doing. 

 

Mikayla Johns 

This trip was much different than other trips I have 

taken.  We saw many more miracles then we've 

ever seen before on any mission trip.  It was  

amazing.  It felt like God’s presence was following 

us to every city, village, church and school we went 

to.  My favorite place we went to was Pastor    

Joshua's church. Even though we were there just 

one day I felt like I made friendships with a lot of 

the people who lived there.  While we were there 

we did a village outreach at night and my dad told 

all the people with hearing problems to come to the 

front.  I started to pray for one of the ladies that 

came up.  With my fingers slightly in her ears, I 

command healing.  I felt something come out of 

them.  It felt like a breeze or wind.  When we were 

done praying we asked her if she felt a difference 

and she said, “I felt the darkness leave my ears.  

Now I can hear.”  If we went to India and only that 

one lady was touched it would have been 

worth it.  But thankfully she 

was not the only one.  God 

touched hundreds of lives 

and it was amazing to be a 

part of it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex Johns 

After traveling and holding meetings for four weeks, 

we finally did our last meeting.  It was a children’s 

festival.  My brother and I were in charge of running 

the program.  I was really tired, so I asked God to 

give me energy.  He answered my prayer and we 

had a great festival.  Many children decided to live 

for Jesus. 

 

Nate Johns 

We spent a day with Pastor Joshua.  We met many 

children from his Children’s Evangelism Team.  

The group of children go in the community and 

pray for families.  They also help with Pastor   

Joshua’s church.  God told me that I should start a 

Children’s Evangelism Team in Buffalo.  When we 

got back to Buffalo, I made an announcement at 

my church.  A lot of kids signed up to be a part of it. 

 

Dezmond McClinton 

Most people would say that India is just another 

country.  However, after my experience, I respect-

fully disagree. India is another world!  The        

combination of the people, culture, and scenery 

made me fall in love with India.  This trip was my 

first time to India but it definitely will not be my last.  

On every missions trip I look for that "one" person.  

This trip was not any different. The one person that 

really touched my heart was our driver Thala 

Veeranu.  We just called him Veera.  He was 

raised as a Hindu man and hated Americans.  A 

few years ago he ended up being the driver of 

Jesus loving Americans.  It is so amazing to see 

how God works!  Now through, meeting the Johns 

family, Veera has become a Jesus loving 

Indian man with a soft spot for    

Americans. Love conquers all! 

 

Skylar Shurr 

After sharing in a church service a woman and her 

son approached me for prayer.  She had suffered 

from pain in her jaw and was unable to open her 

mouth past a certain point.  She could not eat 

properly and needed her son to translate because 

she could only mumble.  I prayed for healing and 

asked her to try to open her mouth further than she 

could before.  After every prayer she made steady 

progress.  In the end she was able to fully open her 

mouth and spoke clearly for the first time in a long 

time. 

 

Chris Ellis 

I knew coming to India that supernatural things 

were going to take place.  Visiting the slums on one 

of the first days you could feel the oppression  

especially as we crossed a road to another slum 

area.  We were being greeted by many children 

and others as we passed out bread and candy.  

One young teenager came up and asked us to pray 

for her as she was very afraid.  Just a few hundred 

feet from the local Hindu temple, a demon        

manifested as we prayed for her.  She was gripped 

by fear and as we prayed the demon did not want 

to leave.  But we commanded it to leave in the 

name of Jesus!  Finally the girl calmed down and 

her countenance totally changed from fear to   

freedom.  

 

Olivia Ellis 

Having the opportunity to share God’s goodness 

and helping feed their hunger for the Gospel was 

one of the most incredible things I've ever done.  

There were times when it was hard, but God 

pulled through and we were able to show his 

light through so much darkness.  I thank God 

every day for letting me 

go to India and 

I continue to 

pray for the 

country. 
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 Kidz Club is more than an after school 

program.  The main way to impact the lives of  

children is to build relationships with them.  Kidz 

Club, which has been a cornerstone ministry of the 

Buffalo Dream Center for twenty years, is a way to 

do that.  

 Now that the Dream Center is located in 

the heart of a neighborhood, children can be seen 

walking to the church from the surrounding streets.  

A bus transports children from neighborhoods 

which are further away.  One thing is for sure.  The 

children walking and those riding the bus all arrive 

at Kidz Club with an expectation of a good time.  

The children are fed a hot snack.  They enjoy  

activities like cooking, dodge ball, and crafts.  The 

Gospel is presented during a program filled with 

music, games, and powerful illustrations which 

communicate the Word of God effectively to     

children. 

 But the greatest benefit of Kidz Club is 

the opportunity for children to build relationships 

with volunteers.  Children may first attend Kidz 

Club for the free candy and games.  However lives 

are changed when boys build relationships with 

men.  The times spent in the kitchen learning how 

to bake cookies are invaluable to girls who learn 

from women of God. 

 Many of the people 

who volunteer at Kidz Club 

once attended the 

program as a child.  

They understand what it 

is like to grow up without 

a father.  They live in 

some of the same 

neighborhoods.   

 John Jones first came to the Dream 

Center when he was a teenager.  He is now twenty

-nine years old and works as the bus pastor.  He 

lives in one of the neighborhoods in which the bus 

travels.   

 Brenten Evans attended Kidz Club since 

he was four-years old.  He is now twenty-three and 

rides the bus with the children.  He said, “Growing 

up with Kidz Club was incredible.  I learned more 

about God and it kept me off the streets.  I wouldn't 

be the man I am if it  wasn't for this church.” 

 Josh Davis grew up at the Dream     

Center.  He is now twenty-six.  He said, “Kidz Club 

was a place where all kids were welcome         

regardless of their upbringing or home life.  They 

were not just taught about Jesus, but they were 

shown the love of Jesus.” 

 Emilie Johns, daughter of Pastor Eric 

and Michelle, is now nineteen.  She said, “Kidz 

Club was never just about the games and the  

candy for me.  Although I loved both of those 

things, Kidz club was where I decided to give my 

life to Jesus and learn more about Him.  Now I 

have the privilege to be a leader in Kidz Club and I 

am able to mentor and help the next generation!” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listen to what these other young adults had to say 

about Kidz Club. 

 

Tomaine Jordan – “Kidz Club was the highlight of 

my life!  It gave me hope to be a better me! 

Changed my life.”   

 

Victoria Johns – “Kidz Club was so much fun.  I got 

to do all my favorite things in one place - play 

games, eat candy, and learn about Jesus.” 

 

Niko Davis – “My family experienced a period of 

time in which we visited multiple churches through-

out the course of a month.  The Dream Center 

happened to be one of them.  Kidz Club was the 

first time I heard people talk about Jesus with  

genuine excitement, joy, and fun. Although I 

thought I was just having a great time, the Word of 

God was actually changing me.” 

 

Mikayla Johns – “Kidz Club was like my second 

family growing up.  I still love Kidz Club just as 

much as I did when I was six-years-old.  It’s   

amazing to be a worker now and show God's love 

to this group of children.” 

 

Dezmond McClinton – “For me Kidz Club was a  

safe haven from the craziness in my life.  For a few 

hours on Thursdays I was able to learn about  

Jesus and have little to no worries.  Without Kidz 

Club I possibly would not be alive let alone be the 

man I am today.  Now I can help create that safe 

haven for kids who were just like me.” 
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If you would like to donate any of the above items 
or need additional information, 

please call the Boxes of Love Hotline: (716) 854-1001 

How Can 
You Help? 

 

You can help 
by donating any 

of the items listed or 
any of the following: 

 

Wrapping paper 
 

Paper & plastic 
grocery bags 

 
Finances 

to purchase 
needed items 


