
 

KIDZ CLUB CELEBRATES 25 YEARS! 
 Twenty-five years ago God told me to 

reach the children of my city with the Gospel of 

Jesus.  He instructed us to go to the neighborhoods 

where nobody else wanted to go and share the 

love and hope of Jesus with the children who lived 

there with a program that included music, games, 

free candy, and a powerful message about Jesus. 

God said, “Call it Kidz Club.”   

 So we did it.  We began Kidz Club in a 

housing project on Buffalo’s east side.  The police 

in our city told us we should not go into that 

neighborhood because it was too dangerous for us.  

However, we chose to obey God.  The safest place 

to be is always in God’s will.  It was not easy at 

first.  Fights often broke out between children and 

parents.  Teenagers walking by would throw rocks 

at us.  It was difficult to recruit volunteers because 

nobody wanted to go to the places we were going. 

 We heard clearly as God said, “Do not 

give up.  Just show up and I will teach you how to 

minister effectively to the children.”  Over time, we 

learned what worked and what did not work.  

Hundreds of children in our city were attending Kidz 

Clubs in various neighborhoods.  Children’s 

pastors, youth leaders, and teams from churches 

across America began traveling to Buffalo to learn 

how to reach the children of their cities and 

communities.  Eventually we also pioneered an 

afterschool program called Kidz Club.  For this 

ministry, we transported children by bus from the 

Kidz Club neighborhoods. 

 Years ago, Pastor Eric began taking trips 

to India.  During those trips he would often preach 

the Gospel in remote villages where people had 

never heard the name of Jesus.  When he came 

back from one of these trips, he said, “Michelle, 

eighty percent of the crowds in these villages are 

children.  We have to change our strategy.  If we 

can reach the children, we can change nations.” 

 Soon after that I began traveling to 

India, Pakistan, countries in Africa, and other 

places around the world, teaching 

church leaders how to reach 

children with the Gospel. 

 It is hard to believe 

that it all began twenty-

five years ago in a 

housing project on 

the east side of 

Buffalo.  Today 

thousands of 

children have given 

their lives to Jesus 

through Kidz Club 

around the world.  Kidz Club takes place in housing 

projects, cities, mountains, and villages in twelve 

nations on three continents! 

 Kidz Club will take place this summer in 

three Buffalo neighborhoods.  Pastor Eric and I are 

still involved.  But the next generation has taken 

charge to make each Kidz Club more exciting!  

Every program is filled with dances, music, skits, 

and crazy games.  Most importantly children and 

their parents are experiencing the 

love of Jesus.  

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 



 

Yandel – Teenager from Buffalo, New York 

 “Kidz club has impacted me in many 

ways.  The first time I was exposed to the Buffalo 

Dream Center was through Kidz Club.  I gave my 

life to Jesus five years ago at Kidz Club.  It was so 

much fun!  Not only did I hear about Jesus, I made 

new friends, played games, and won candy. Now 

as I get older I cannot wait to be the one teaching 

the children at Kidz Club about Jesus!  I recently 

had my first opportunity to teach the children at 

Kidz Club and I have signed up for the summer 

internship program.” 

 

Pastor Joshuva – India 

 “Our ministry in India has been blessed 

by Kidz Club for more than twenty years.  Pastor 

Eric, Michelle, and their children are gifted in 

presenting the Gospel to children in any nation.  

When they visited India, many children committed 

their lives to God. 

 Inspired by what they do, we started the 

Evangelism Team in our church.  The team is 

made up of youth who serve God in many ways.  

They are involved in Sunday school, the worship 

team, and many areas.  But the main thing they do 

is reach out to the children of my community.  

During the pandemic our church has grown 

tremendously.  We are growing fast.  We are now 

running four Kidz Clubs and have about thirty 

children’s workers.  This growth is due to the 

inspiration we received from Pastor Eric and 

Michelle.  They have truly helped us bring the 

Gospel to the next generation.” 

Azariah – Child from Buffalo, New York 

 “Kidz Club is so amazing!  I have been 

helped so much by the people who run Kidz Club.  

Many kids, including myself, have learned so much 

about Jesus. Thank you for being there for me!” 

 

AJ & Jenn - Roca Kidz Club New Hampshire 

 “When we visited the Buffalo Dream 

Center a few times for mission trips, we knew it 

was something special because of the life changing 

people that we met.   

 We saw a need in our own “backyard” of 

Manchester, New Hampshire.  Pastor Eric and 

Michelle often said, “See a need; meet a need.”  

One day we heard the Holy Spirit say that it was 

time to start Kidz Club here to reach children for 

Jesus and inspire others to share the genuine love 

of God. 

 We started Roca Kidz Club on June 9, 

2011. “Roca” means “rock” in Spanish.  We thought 

it was for the summer, but it grew to more than one 

hundred children.  Thirty volunteers from several 

churches and people from the community took 

ownership. God was moving his people.  

 We grew to two Kidz Clubs and started a 

teen night.  We have seen kids come to know 

Jesus, families changed, and prodigals return.  

Muslim children are hearing the Gospel message.  

One of our Muslim kids recently had an incredible 

dream about Jesus!  We have influence in our city 

with businesses and officials. Hundreds of lives 

have been changed.  In an area where drugs, 

crime, and violence exist, we are here to bring light 

to the darkness.  

 Thank you Buffalo Dream Center for 

being the example to us and inspiring us through 

your actions and message. Your years of 

commitment have helped carry us through. Thank 

you to the Johns family for the long conversations 

to give us direction when 

we started. You shared 

your process with us. You 

gave us games and 

messages that we used 

for the first few months. 

You shared everything. 

You shared Christ with us 

so we could give Him 

away here. He is moving 

beyond what we could have imagined. Because of 

your “yes”, we have been able to say yes.  

 As we celebrate our ten year 

anniversary, we celebrate your twenty-five!  Wow!  

Congratulations to you. “ 

Daniela – Teenager from Buffalo, New York 

 “Kidz Club is so much fun!  It helped me 

understand more and grow in my faith in God.  

Eventually I stared helping with Kidz Club by 

running some of the games.  I enjoy being a part of 

the team that brings the Gospel to the children.” 

 

Critic – Indonesia 

 “If it had not been for Kidz Club, I would 

not have known what to do when I went to 

Indonesia as a missionary. 

 I followed the example set by the Johns 

family by handing out food on a weekly basis in a 

poor area of town and teaching English for free.  I 

also played games with the children.  That also 

opened the door for home visitations, which I loved.  

My team and I did large outreaches where 

hundreds of children attended.” 
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 Seven years ago, while I was in 

Honduras, God spoke to me that I needed to 

spread the love of Jesus to all of Montaña De La 

Flor.  At that time I didn’t realize how big the 

mountain was and how challenging it would be to 

work there.  Seven years later, after a lot of prayer, 

work, and determination the dream God put in my 

heart is finally starting to come to pass. This year 

we started a new ministry in Honduras called “Love 

Honduras”.  God has been multiplying our efforts.  

Now, because of partnerships with Feed the 

Hungry and Midway Ministries, we are feeding one 

thousand children every week in Montaña 

De La Flor. 

 Montaña De La Flor is the 

poorest and most unreached part of 

Honduras.  Many children eat one tortilla a 

day.  The children in the mountain suffer 

from extreme malnourishment causing 

chronic diseases and severe 

developmental delays.  Not only are the 

children receiving a hot meal at least twice 

a week, they are also hearing about the 

hope found in Jesus. 

 When we began the feeding programs 

we had to first build stoves to cook the food and 

train women in the villages to cook the special food 

provided by Feed the Hungry.  We also had to 

purchase all of the “start-up” equipment like pots, 

bowls, and utensils.  With the help of people in the 

communities, and the incredible people working 

with Love Honduras, this was done quickly.  The 

feeding programs are up and running! 

 The grand openings of the feeding sites 

were exciting!  In all of the communities we had a 

big fiesta with games, fun, piñatas, candy, and 

food.  We also had Hondurans from the city join us 

to give haircuts to people.  The Gospel was 

preached.  People were healed.  Deaf ears were 

opened, pain left people’s bodies, and many 

received Jesus into their hearts.  

 During the past few months we have 

been traveling throughout the mountain.  Years ago 

we thought there were only three communities on 

Montaña De La Flor.  Now we have discovered 

more than fifty villages.  Many of them 

have had no contact 

with the outside world 

and have never 

heard about Jesus.  We have been sleeping on 

tarps under the stars, discovering new places, 

sharing the love of Jesus and getting villages ready 

to start their own feeding programs to help the 

children in their communities. Every day is an 

adventure!  

 During one of these trips on the 

mountain, we discovered ten new villages in three 

days.  We spent time building relationships with the 

families and leaders.  While we were driving 

through the mountains we stopped along the way 

to visit and pray for people.  Now it is not unusual 

to see people standing on the side of the 

road waiting for our truck to drive by so that 

they can receive prayer. 

 It has been an adventure 

obeying Jesus and bringing the Gospel to 

the people of Montaña De La Flor.  God’s 

favor has been on this ministry as 

churches and businesses join us to help 

the people.  For example, the largest milk 

company in Honduras is going to begin 

supplying milk for all of the children we are 

feeding! 

 Every day our team drives through rivers 

and up mountains to bring the Gospel to remote 

areas who have never heard about Jesus.  We 

show children how to roast marshmallows, blow 

bubbles with kids who have never seen bubbles, 

preach the Gospel, and pray for the sick.  Many 

times I fall asleep on a tarp next to a campfire in my 

five million star hotel.  What an 

honor to bring 

the love of 

Jesus to 

so many 

people!  

UPDATE:  UNREACHED PEOPLE OF HONDURAS  
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 The Joseph Project Mobile Food Pantry has served families in 

Buffalo for more than twenty years.  During the pandemic, volunteers gave 

away more food than at any other time in the history of the ministry.  In one 

year, from March 2020 until March 2021, the mobile food pantry gave away 

groceries to more than 20,000 families. 

 The Buffalo Dream Center has not stopped.  Organizers and 

volunteers for the Joseph Project Mobile Food Pantry continue to serve 

thousands of people every month.  This summer the ministry will take food 

into more than twenty neighborhoods. 
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 This summer is shaping up to be a great summer of outreach for 

the Buffalo Dream Center.  Kidz Club programs will take place in three 

neighborhoods throughout the entire summer.  There will also be ministries to 

the homeless such as Curbside Church, Friends Feeding Friends, and Table 

of Grace.  The Joseph Project Mobile Food Pantry will be feeding families 

throughout the summer and traveling into an increased number of 

neighborhoods.  Special outreaches like Love Riverside and Love Downtown 

will focus attention on certain areas of the city. 

 Interns from across the United States have signed up for Inner City 

Boot Camp.  During the six-week program Pastor Eric and Michelle will invest 

into the lives of young leaders.  The teenagers and young adults will take 

Bible classes and assist with all of the ministries taking place during the 

summer.  They will take leadership roles with teams which are coming in from 

Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Indiana.  The teams will each spend one week 

in Buffalo taking part in all aspects of inner city ministry. 

       If you would like to volunteer for any of the exciting outreaches taking 

place in July and August, please visit our website at 

www.buffalodreamcenter.org. 

SUMMER OUTREACH 


