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Pastoral Epistles Part 1 

First Timothy Chapter Two 
 

1.  Praying for our government leaders 

 

1 Timothy 2:1-3 

 

This instructs us to pray for our government leaders. Paul lived in a time of a very immoral 

government in which he was ultimately murdered by Nero.  

 

Paul gave us six prayer commands that we are to follow, regardless of who is in power. 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The word “supplications” has to do with your attitude when you go to God in prayer.  It 

describes the attitude of respect and gratitude we ought to have when we draw near to him. 

 

Before we pray for our government, we need to get our attitude right. 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The word “prayers” gives a picture of a person who comes into the intimate presence of God, 

with a priority of consecrating himself. In other words, before we do anything at all, we get our 

hearts right before Him. Everything must be surrendered to God before we ask anything in 

prayer. 

 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Intercession is simply praying for other people. Once you have dealt with your own attitude and 

consecrated your heart before God, you are now in a position to pray for somebody else. 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

When we pray, we should always have a spirit of thankfulness. This will set the atmosphere of 

our prayer life and give us the right attitude when we pray. 
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• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

You should never have the inability to pray for someone. If this is a problem in your life, it needs 

to be dealt with. If you are unable to pray for another person, because of what they have done to 

you, it reveals a deep need for change in yourself. 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There is a purpose for praying for government officials. 

 

1 Timothy 2:4    

 

Why do we pray for people in positions of government?  Answer:  So that we can have the 

ability to preach the Gospel with freedom. 

 

2.  Jesus the mediator and the ransom 

 

1 Timothy 2:5-7 

 

Definition of MEDIATOR:  In the middle; an arbitrator guaranteeing the performance of all the 

terms stipulated in a covenant. 

 

Hebrews 8:6 

 

If we truly understood our covenant with God, we would never live in defeat. 

 

Aaron was the high priest.  He went to God on behalf of the people – offering the sacrifices to 

cover their sins. 

 

Hebrews 5:1-4 

 

Look at the result of Jesus being our high priest (mediator). 

 

Hebrews 4:14-16 

 

Hebrews 4:16 – Amplified Bible 

Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of grace . . . 

 

Hebrews 4:16 – Contemporary English Version 

So whenever we are in need, we should come bravely before the throne of our merciful God. 

There we will be treated with undeserved kindness, and we will find help. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hebrews 9:15  
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Definition of RANSOM: 

 

• What is given in exchange for another as the price of his redemption 

 

• Full ransom 

 

• Referring to Christ paying the complete purchase-price to secure our freedom 

(redemption) 

 

3.  Praying with a pure heart 

 

1 Timothy 2:8    

 

It was a common practice among Jews to lift up hands in prayer.  It signified making a request to 

God. 

 

This was to be done without any wrath, hatred, or unforgiveness toward another person.   

 

Mark 11:24-26 

 

4.  What does the Bible say about women in the ministry? 

 

1 Timothy 2:9-15 

 

1 Corinthian 14:34-36 

 

The first question we are going to answer – Is the man the head of the woman? 

 

1 Corinthians 11:3   

 

Let’s look at two other translations of the Bible that are closer to the Greek language. 

 

1 Corinthians 11:3 – Weymouth Translation 

I would have you know, however that of every man Christ is the head, that the head of a woman 

is her husband, and that the head of Christ is God. 

 

1 Corinthians 11:3 – The Worrell New Testament 

But I wish you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the head of the wife is the husband, 

and the head of Christ is God. 

 

Every man is not the head of every woman! 

 

A man can only be the head of one woman – _________________________________________ 

 

This agrees with Ephesians 5:23. 
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Ephesians 5:23   

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

As, a matter of fact, women in places of leadership in the church, oversee men. 

 

Another important point is that in the original Greek, there is only one word for man.  There is 

not a separate word for husband. 

 

The same is true for the word of woman.  There is one word in the Greek for woman, but no 

word for wife. 

 

When reading these passages in the Bible, you must determine from the context whether it is 

talking about women in general, or specifically about wives. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:34    

 

This verse is not talking about all women.  It could not be talking about all women because the 

next verse says, “If they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands at home.” 

 

All women do not have husbands.   

 

The Greek word should have been translated “wives” in this verse. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:34 – The Worrell New Testament 

Let your wives keep silence in the assemblies, for it is not permitted unto them to speak.  But let 

them be in subjection as also saith the law.  And if they wish to learn something, let them ask 

their own husbands at home.  For it is a shame for a wife to speak in an assembly.” 

 

When we read this text from 1 Corinthians along with our text from 1 Timothy, it is good to keep 

the following things in mind: 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• He is talking about learning something and asking questions (1 Corinthians 14:35, 1 

Timothy 2:11). 

 

Translate the Greek word as “wife”, rather than woman, and these texts will make sense to you.  

 

In Timothy, Paul refers to Adam and Eve, a husband and a wife. He's dealing with a husband-

and-wife relationship. 

 

1 Timothy 2:12    

 

Paul is saying the wife is not to dictate to her husband or usurp authority over him. 
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Remaining silent has nothing to do with teaching or preaching in church.  It has to do with 

women, who had never been in church, who did not know how to behave in church.   

 

Some were being disruptive while the teaching of God’s Word was taking place. 

 

The way people were seated in church had something to do with this.  Men were seated near the 

front, and women in the back.   

Some women were being disruptive by trying to talk to their husbands who were not sitting next 

to them.  They were shouting questions to their husbands. 

 

If Paul was against women teaching why would Priscilla be working on his leadership team?  

Why would his ministry team be loaded with women? 

 

Priscilla and Aquilla were Paul's companions and partners in the ministry. 

 

Priscilla rose to prominence and was recognized as a great teacher of the Word of God. 

 

Some Bible historians consider it a possibility that she wrote the Book of Hebrews. 

 

Priscilla, a woman, taught the Word of God to Apollos, an apostle, and a man. 

 

Acts 18:26   

 

Joel 2:28   

 

Psalm 68:11  

 

The Hebrew word translated “company” is feminine.  Not only is it feminine, but the word also 

can be translated “women”. 

 

Psalm 68:11 – The Leeser Bible 

The Lord gave happy tidings: they are published by the female messengers, a numerous host. 

 

Psalm 68:11 – Amplified Bible 

The Lord gives the word [of power]; the women who bear and publish [the news] are a great 

host.  

 

 

 

 
 


