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Pastoral Epistles Part 1 

First Timothy Chapter Three 
 

1.  Elders and deacons 

 

1 Timothy 3:1  

 

1 Timothy 3:7  

 

Paul instructed Timothy to choose leaders who have a good report. This phrase means a good 

witness or a good testimony.  

 

This person has a good reputation in the sight of others. There is nothing offensive or displeasing 

in his behavior. There is nothing to discredit him in the sight of others.  

 

According to Paul, it is __________________________ that leaders have this kind of testimony.  

 

But the next thing Paul says is very important. The leader must have a good reputation “among 

those who are outside”.  This refers to non-Christians.  

 

Paul is saying that a leader in the church must be thought of highly by unbelievers. This means 

that your life is being watched by others. 

 

Sometimes people say, “It is not important what people think about me.  It is only important 

what God thinks about me.” 

 

This statement is not true. 

 

What people perceive about a leader in the church is very important, and it determines if people 

will listen to them when they present the Gospel. 

 

2.  Character traits of elders 

 

1 Timothy 3:1-7 

 

These character traits are also listed in Titus. 
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Titus 1:5-10 

 

Dream Center School of Ministry has a course entitled “Characteristics of a Leader in the 

Church” where each of these character traits are studied in detail.  For the purpose of this course, 

we will give an overview. 

 

• Above reproach / Blameless 

 

Definition of ABOVE REPROACH: 

 

o Blameless 

 

o ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

o Irreproachable 

 

o ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The conduct of a person of God must be an example to other believers. 

 

This character trait is like a summary of all the others. 

 

• The husband of one wife 

 

This quality has to do with sexual morality. 

 

In the pagan culture of the day, the Apostle Paul had to deal with this.   

 

This does not mean that a leader cannot be a woman.  This also does not mean that a leader must 

be married. 

 

This is saying that if a leader is married, they should be faithful to the marriage covenant.  

 

If a leader is single, they should be sexually pure. 

 

• Temperate 

 

In this text “temperate” means someone _____________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Definition of TEMPERATE:  A state untouched by any slumberous or clouding influence; self-

controlled; disciplined. 

 

A temperate person remains stable and steadfast. His thinking is clear. He is “calm, cool, and 

collected”. 
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Temperate also means sober.  Its root word in the Greek means to abstain from wine. 

 

• Sober-minded 

 

Definition of SOBER-MINDED:  Sensible, of sound mind and judgement 

 

We should not have an exalted view of ourselves. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Respectable / Of good behavior 

 

Definition of RESPECTABLE:  Well behaved; orderly; well arranged 

 

It speaks of a person who has _____________________________________________________ 

 

We must live in such a way that our lives display the teachings of the Word of God. 

 

• Hospitable 

 

Hospitable literally means “being fond of guests and strangers.”  

 

It means more than simply just taking someone into your home; it means being kind to them 

while they are there! 

 

Being hospitable is an act of Christian love. 

 

It is very interesting that Paul included this in a list of qualities of leaders. It is considered a mark 

of Christian maturity. 

 

• Able to teach / Holding fast the faithful Word as he has been taught 

 

Paul is not speaking about someone who is a good public communicator or about the spiritual 

gift of teaching. 

 

2 Timothy 2:23-26 

 

In this passage the phrase “able to teach”, in verse 24, is surrounded by significant words all 

having to do with qualities of life. They describe a person who is in control of himself.  

 

Definition of ABLE TO TEACH:  Being able to communicate with others, without being 

quarrelsome and stirring up arguments. It is the ability to control oneself when communicating.  

 

Titus 1:9  
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What does the phrase “holding fast the faithful word” mean? 

 

o This phrase means that you have convictions that you will not give up. 

 

o You cannot be swayed concerning salvation, healing, and other foundational doctrines. 

 

• Not given to wine 

 

Definition of GIVEN TO WINE:  __________________________________________________ 

 

In other words, it speaks about someone who over drinks. 

 

This does not teach that we cannot partake of wine.  It does teach that we should not be addicted 

to it.   

 

However, when we studied the characteristic of being temperate, we learned that temperate also 

means sober.  Its root word in the Greek means to abstain from wine. 

 

• Not self-willed 

 

A person who is self-willed must have his own way (home, church, business, etc.).  They are 

unwilling to give up their own desires for the sake of the group. 

 

Other words and phrases that describe someone who is self-willed:  self-pleasing, arrogant, 

builds a world around himself, self-centered, stubborn 

 

• Not quick-tempered 

 

Definition of NOT QUICK TEMPERED: 

 

o Not soon angry 

 

o ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

o Not cranky or irritable 

 

o ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

o Capable of governing your own spirit 

 

• Not violent 

 

Literally means “a striker.” It is speaking about physical violence. 

 

• Not quarrelsome 
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A man or woman of God must be a person of peace. 

 

This includes these qualities: 

 

o ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

o Flexible; willing to bend or give in 

 

• Gentle 

 

Gentle is the opposite of the negative character traits we just looked at. A gentle person would 

not be quick-tempered, violent, or, quarrelsome. 

 

• Free from the love of money / Not covetous 

 

Money is not evil.  It is something we need in order to function on the earth. 

 

We also need money for advancing the Gospel. 

 

We are instructed not to love money or be covetous. 

 

• One who manages his own household well 

 

The word children in the Greek is used to describe children who are still under parental guidance 

at home. 

 

This is why the Apostle Paul put this in the list. If you are looking to put someone in a leadership 

position all you must do is look at their children. How their children speak to each other and treat 

other people reveals what is going on in the home.  

 

This also reveals the truth that what is going on in your private life will spill over into your 

public life. 

 

• A good reputation with those outside the church 

 

Paul is talking about this in reference to how non-Christians look at us.  

 

He was saying that a person should not be permitted to be a leader unless non-Christians think 

highly of them. 

 

• Love what is good 

 

Definition of LOVE WHAT IS GOOD:  _____________________________________________ 

 

• Just / Holy 
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A holy person pursues what is holy, pleases God, and is set apart for His service. 

 

• Not a new convert 

 

Definition of NOVICE or A NEW CONVERT:  ______________________________________ 

 

Why should a new Christian not be a leader? – He could become prideful if elevated too quickly. 

 

Definition #2 of NOVICE or NEW CONVERT: 

 

o In the Greek it literally means _______________________________________________ 

 

o It also refers to an old plant in a new garden or a transplant. 

 

This is talking about promoting people too quickly who come from other churches. 

 

• Self-controlled 

 

Definition of SELF-CONTROLLED: 

 

o ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

o Denotes power over one’s passions, appetites, and desires.  

 

o It comes from a Greek word which means “strength”.  The same Greek word sometimes 

translated “power”. 

 

Self-control gives us the strength and power to crucify the flesh and live victorious over it. 

 

3.  Characteristics of deacons 

 

1 Timothy 3:8-12 

 

• Reverent 

 

Definition of REVERENT:  _______________________________________________________ 

 

This means that a deacon must be someone who speaks the truth. 

 

• Not double-tongued 

 

This characteristic goes with being honest and speaking the truth. 

 

Being “double-tongued” means to say one thing to one person and something different to another 

person, depending on the circumstance.   
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• Holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience 

 

This means that a leader must be able to demonstrate a life of faith to others. 

 

People should be able to look at them and learn how to live a life of faith. 

 

• Blameless 

 

This literally means that nobody can say anything bad about them. 

 

• Not slanderers 

 

This means that leaders do not accuse people falsely. 

 

You will not hear them talk negatively about people to others. 

 

• Faithful in all things 

 

This means that a good leader can be trusted in every area of life. 

 

1 Timothy 3:13    

 

4.  Behavior of church members 

 

1 Timothy 3:14, 15 

 

Definition of OUGHT:  Describes something that is not optional.  ________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Definition of BEHAVES:  To conduct themselves appropriately. It is saying that we behave 

appropriately in the house of God. 

 

In the church at Ephesus, people who were attending church for the very first time were newly 

converted. They did not know how to behave in church and had to be taught. Paul addressed this 

issue with Timothy.  

 

The church needs to be a place where we teach people to have respect and honor. That that is 

mandatory. 

 

5.  The mystery of godliness 

 

1 Timothy 3:16    

  

The things in this list were a mystery but are not a mystery anymore.  All things concerning our 

redemption have been made clear. 
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• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This is speaking about the incarnation – when Jesus became flesh and blood. 

 

John 1:14    

 

Galatians 4:4, 5 

 

• ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus rose from the dead and was given a place of power and authority. 

 

Jesus was separated from the Father, but when He rose from the dead he was declared righteous 

in His spirit.  This happened so that we could also be justified when we receive His salvation. 

 

After being justified in Spirit, He was given a place of authority. 

 

Ephesians 1:20-22 

 

• Seen by angels 

 

The angels had no understanding of the necessity for men to be saved.  After seeing everything 

that took place it was no longer a mystery to them. 

 

1 Peter 1:10-12 

 

Salvation was foretold by the prophets, ______________________________________________ 

 

The angels have been present for the entire process from mankind falling to our redemption. 

 

It is not a mystery to them anymore; however, they still do not completely comprehend it.  The 

reason is because they are not flesh and blood.  Because they do not fully understand human 

nature, they cannot comprehend the salvation experience. 

 

• Preached among Gentiles 

 

1 Corinthians 12:13    

 

• Believed on in the world. 

 

Mark 16:15    

 

• Received up in glory. 

 

Mark 16:19    


