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Pastoral Epistles Part 2
Introduction to Second Timothy and Second Timothy Chapter One

1. The historical background to Second Timothy
Paul’s epistles make up the majority of the New Testament.

Three of his epistles are referred to as the Pastoral Epistles because they were specifically written
to pastors — Timothy and Titus.

The order the Pastoral Epistles were written is First Timothy, Titus, and Second Timothy.

Second Timohty was Paul’s

The second letter to Timothy challenges Timothy to accept his calling to be a leader and to
continue to deal with corrupt teaching that was still taking place in Ephesus.

Paul writes about the sacrifice that must be made to be a follower of Jesus. Being a Christian is
being committed to something greater than yourself. Hardship and sacrifice are characteristics of
a Christian life. Faithfulness comes with a cost.

Paul calls Timohty to raise up leaders.

When Paul wrote his second letter to Timothy, he was a prisoner in Rome. He was chained in a
dungeon for preaching the Gospel.

2 Timothy 2:9

Because of Paul's imprisonment, several people had deserted him when he needed them the
most. All in Asia Minor in the area of Ephesus, where Timothy was serving as pastor, had turned
away from Paul.

2 Timothy 1:15

At Paul's first trial no one had supported him. Everyone had deserted him.

2 Timothy 4:16



Alexander, a coppersmith, did harm to Paul and may have testified against Paul at his trial.
2 Timothy 4:14, 15
2 Timothy 4:17

Only the Lord had stood by Paul and had strengthened him that he might be delivered on that
occasion from the lion's mouth.

One Christian who did not desert Paul was Onesiphorus. He had come to Rome and searched for
Paul until he had found him.

2 Timothy 1:16-18
At the time Paul wrote his Second Letter to Timothy only Luke was with him.

Paul had sent Tychicus to Ephesus, who seems to have again served as Paul's mail carrier who
delivered this second letter to Timothy.

There was another purpose for sending Tychicus to Ephesus — to relieve Timothy, so Timothy
could travel to Rome to be with him.

Paul may have written this letter to Timohty just in case Timohty was not able to travel to Rome
before Paul’s death. This letter was everything Paul wanted to tell Timohty before he died.

During his second imprisonment he was treated harshly, unlike the better treatment he had
received during his first imprisonment when he was held under house arrest in his own rented
quarters.

He anticipated that his martyrdom was near.

2 Timothy 4:6

According to Christian tradition Paul suffered martyrdom in Rome around A.D. 67 to 68. It is
therefore thought that Paul wrote his Second Letter to Timothy shortly before his death in A.D.
67.

2. The content of Second Timothy

He desired to write one final word of encouragement to Timothy, his son in the faith.
Second Timothy is more personal in nature than Paul's other pastoral letters.

He expressed his desire for Timothy's companionship.



2 Timothy 1:4

2 Timohty 4:9

2 Timothy 4:21

Winter was coming. Paul needed Timothy to bring him his warm cloak that he had left in Troas.

He also desired to have his books and parchments, which probably contained the Old Testament
Scriptures he needed for his comfort and strengthening for the ordeal that lay before him.

2 Timothy 4:13

In Paul’s second letter to Timothy, Paul challenged Timothy to accept his calling to be a leader
and to continue to deal with corrupt teaching that was still taking place in Ephesus.

Paul writes about the sacrifice that must be made to be a follower of Jesus. Being a Christian is
being committed to something greater than yourself. Hardship and sacrifice are characteristics of
a Christian life. Faithfulness comes with a cost.

3. Paul’s greeting to Timothy

2 Timothy 1:1-5

Timothy had faith inside of him that was passed down from his grandmother and mother.
4. Stir up the gift

2 Timothy 1:6

When Timohty was ordained in the ministry, he received an impartation from Paul.

Paul said it came through the laying on of his hands. However, in the first part of this chapter he
called Timothy a son.

Examples of this in scripture can be seen in the relationship between Elijah and Elisha. It can
also be seen in Moses and Joshua.

The impartation from Paul to Timothy was a gift from God. Timothy received the gift from
God, but still had the responsibility to do something with it.

2 Timothy 1:6



Definition of STIR UP:

e To rekindle

e Fan the flame

e Inthe Greek it is a compound word which literally means — a living fire; derived from a
Greek word which means with repetition and intensity.

How do you stir up a gift? —

When studying the Greek word, which is translated “stir up”, we can see that Paul was telling
Timothy that the fire in his heart had ebbed to embers on a low burn.

Paul was saying, “Timothy, you need to passionately and vigorously stir up the gift of God in
your life just as one would stoke the embers of a fire in a fireplace.”

Paul was not kindly suggesting that Timothy do this. He was commanding Timothy to spiritually
reach within himself and begin to rekindle the fire in his heart.

At the time, Paul wrote this epistle to Timothy, this young pastor was surrounded by confusion
resulting from the intense persecution that was taking place. It is very possible that he was
exhausted and that his own fire was beginning to die out.

Paul told him to take action before the fire went out. He was to look inside of himself and
determine the condition of his inward fire, and then take action to put more wood on the fire and
stir up the gift of God inside.

This verse makes it clear that the gifts God gives us can be neglected.

The gifts need to be properly used and replenished with continued grace and power from the
Holy Spirit.

Philippians 1:19

Definition of SUPPLY:

* Supply

e Equipment



e To lavish resources upon

e To help you make an ordinary event a grand production

Philippians 1:19 — Amplified Bible
.. . [superabundant] supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ [which upholds me].

5. A spirit of fear

2 Timothy 1:7

We are all familiar with this verse. However, this verse is linked to the previous verse.
This is an important truth for leaders.

2 Timothy 1:6 — Contemporary English Version

So | ask you to make full use of the gift that God gave you when | placed my hands on you. Use it
well.

You cannot sit in church with your gift. You must use it.
The next instruction comes in verse seven.
2 Timothy 1:7

Definition of FEAR: This word is taken from a Greek word which means

The two verses are connected in thought. We should stir up the gift God has given us and not be
afraid to use it!

Verse seven is speaking directly about being fearful to step out and use the gift God has given to
us.

2 Timothy 1:6, 7 — Amplified Bible

That is why I would remind you to stir up (rekindle the embers of, fan the flame of, and keep
burning) the [gracious] gift of God, [the inner fire] that is in you by means of the laying on of my
hands [with those of the elders at your ordination].

For God did not give us a spirit of timidity (of cowardice, of craven and cringing and fawning
fear), but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of calm and well-balanced mind
and discipline and self-control.



2 Timothy 1:6, 7 — Message Bible
And the special gift of ministry you received when I laid hands on you and prayed--keep that
ablaze!

God doesn't want us to be shy with his gifts, but bold and loving and sensible.

2 Timohty 1:6, 7 — New International Readers Version
That is why I remind you to help God's gift grow, just as a small spark grows into a fire. God put
his gift in you when | placed my hands on you.

God didn't give us a spirit that makes us weak and fearful. He gave us a spirit that gives us
power and love. It helps us control ourselves.

Definition of POWER (Greek — Dunamis):
e Force

e Miraculous power

e Abundance

e Mighty miracle power

Violence

6. Sound mind

In the Greek, the word gives the picture of a person on the verge of death who is being revived or
resuscitated. It means a mind that has been delivered, rescued, revived, salvaged, and protected,
and is now safe and secure.

When you begin to walk by faith, the enemy will assault your mind with fear.
The Word of God and His Spirit work together to give us a sound mind.
Faith and fear are opposites. When you fill your mind with God’s Word, it will dispel fear.

The Greek word describes a mind that is not given in to fear, panic, and unreasonable thinking. It
describes a mind that is thinking correctly.



7. Do not be ashamed

2 Timohty 1:8

Commands not to be ashamed of the Gospel:

Be a partaker of the aftlictions that come with preaching the Gospel.

2 Timothy 1:9, 10

8. Facts about the Apostle Paul

2 Timothy 1:11, 12

Seven facts about the Apostle Paul:

Appointed a preacher of the Gospel.

Appointed a teacher of Gentiles.

Not ashamed of the Gospel or of Jesus.
Knew in whom he believed.

Persuaded that God is able to keep that witch had been committed to Paul.

9. Hold fast the pattern of sound words

2 Timothy 1:13, 14

Paul is telling Timothy to continue to preach the sound doctrine he learned from him.

He should continue to preach the never changing truth in light of the false doctrine that was
spreading throughout the church.

2 Timothy 1:15 This you know, that all those in Asia have turned away from me, among

whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes.



10. Refreshing for the Apostle Paul

2 Timothy 1:16

Onesiphorus refreshed the Apostle Paul.
Definition of REFRESHED:

e To bring much needed relief

e Causing someone to recover a state of cheer or encouragement after a time of anxiety or
trouble

2 Timothy 1:17, 18

We often do not think that God can use us to bring refreshing to our leaders. However, even the
Apostle Paul needed refreshing.

Onesiphorus sought out Paul zealously until he found him. In other words, it took effort for him
to bring refreshing to Paul.

The word “ministered” sheds light on exactly how he brought refreshing to Paul. The word is
taken from the same Greek word used for “deacon” which means servant.

Definition of MINISTERED:

e To be an attendant

e To serve

When you serve and bring refreshing to a man or woman of God who is a leader in the church
there is mercy for you.



