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Pastoral Epistles Part 2
Titus Chapter One

1. Titus was left in Crete to establish the church.

Titus 1:1-5

Crete was an island in the Aegean Sea about 140 miles long and 30 miles wide.

If Paul had been in Crete and established churches during the period of the Book of Acts, it
would have been recorded by Luke. It seems clear that he went to Crete after the closing of the

Book of Acts. If this is true, then Paul was liberated from prison for a time.

He left Crete before the church was fully organized. He placed Titus, his spiritual son, in charge
of establishing the church in Crete.

Titus found himself in a very difficult circumstance. After Paul started the church on the island of
Crete, he left before the church was completely established and set in place. He left Titus to
finish the work. The island of Crete was known for a population of criminals and barbaric like
people.

Titus 1:5

This was an incredible and overwhelming task for Titus.

2. Qualifications for elders

Titus 1:5-9

These qualifications were covered in Pastoral Epistles Part One.

3. False teachers in Crete

Titus 1:10

The group described by Paul were Jewish men who had been converted to Christianity.



They, however, taught others that the law still had to be followed.

Definition of INSUBORDINATE: Unsubdued, disobedient, not put under, unruly

They spread these false ideas and teaching in the church, knowing that Titus and the Apostle Paul
disagreed with them. They were not doing this out of ignorance. Instead, they were not

submissive.

Definition of IDLE TALKERS:

Definition of DECEIVERS:

God hates those who stir up strife and division in the church.

Why do they do this? — Many times, the reason is to draw disciples after themselves and for
dishonest gain.

Titus 1:11

Definition of FOR THE SAKE OF DISHONEST GAIN:

e The false teachers brought division in the church so that they would have the advantage.

Paul was very strong about this. He told Titus that it was his responsibility as the pastor to stop
the false teachers from spreading this cancer in the church.

Definition of SUBVERT WHOLE HOUSEHOLDS: Overthrow, corrupt, overturn, destroy

Definition of MOUTHS MUST BE STOPPED: To put something over someone’s mouth so they
cannot speak

Proverbs 6:16-19

Notice that a person who sows discord among the brethren is in the same list as someone who
sheds innocent blood.

Definition of SOWS DISCORD:

e In this instance the word “sow” means to let loose with your mouth using evil words.
With our words we plant seeds into the lives of people around us.

1 Corinthians 3:3



Titus 1:12-14
4. False teachers are disqualified
Titus 1:15, 16

Paul is still writing about false teachers who are teaching that Christians must follow the Jewish
law.

This was the debate at this time about certain meats being lawful or unlawful to eat.
However, Paul was telling Titus that nothing is pure to the defiled. In other words, it does not
matter which laws they observe regarding eating meat and other things, because, even if they

follow those ordinances, it is only feeding their religious pride and producing self-righteousness.

Definition of DISQUALIFIED FOR EVERY GOOD WORK:

e Unapproved

e They have not proved themselves morally
5. False teachers are described as “wolves” in Scripture.
Matthew 7:15-20
Acts 20:29-31
Characteristics of wolves in the church:
e They look like sheep and are already “among” the church.

e Their fruit is bad. That is how we judge ministry —

e False teachers have an inward drive to have a high position in the church.

e They have problems inwardly with submitting to their pastor, even though they may not
show it outwardly.




e They speak negatively about church leadership when they are in a group of people.

e They often only stay in a church for a short time and have a track record of attending
several churches.

6. False teachers

In previous lessons, we have seen in Paul‘s letters to Timothy, he instructed Timothy to deal with
false teachers within the church.

He does the same thing with Titus.
2 Timothy 4:3

Jude 3. 4

Romans 16:17
e There are demon spirits assigned to the church to teach false doctrine.
1 Timothy 4:1-4

Any teaching that excuses sin or teaches that you do not have to sacrifice anything in life are
false teachings.



