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Lesson 4: Purifying Yourself into God’s Vessel
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1. Purifying yourself
Romans 6:1

When we sin, we can confess our sin and repent of it. After we do that, the blood of Jesus
cleanses us (According to 1 John 1:9.)

That is God’s grace.
The Book of First John deals with living holy and free from sin.

1 John 2:6 — New Living Translation
Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Jesus did.

The first ten verses of 1 John 3 deal with living free from sin.
1 John 3:1
You are so loved by God that he brought you into His family. He is your Father.

The world should look at us and not understand us. There should be some aspects of your life
that confound the world. They cannot figure it out. They cannot understand.

1 John 3:2
What is this talking about? What does it mean that Jesus will be revealed?
It means Jesus is coming back!

1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17



1 John 3:3

Because Jesus is coming again, and we believe this, we have an incredible incentive to live pure.
1 John 3:3

There are two words important words in this verse.

The word “purifies” and “pure” come from the same Greek word.

When we purify ourselves, it is to be more like Jesus.

Definition of PURE:

e Pure

e To separate yourself from unholy fellowship
This same Greek word appears in the following verses.
James 4:8
1 Peter 1:22
This is not an obscure subject. Both verses show us believers purifying themselves.

We have a responsibility to live like Jesus and it is not going to happen automatically. We must
work at it.

2. Habitual Sin

1 John 3:4-10

What does this all mean?
1 John 3:6

The word “sin” (used twice in this verse) is a continuous action verb.



Let’s read it that way:

He who abides in Him does not go on continually, habitually sinning as a way of life. He who
continually goes on routinely sinning as a way of life has not seen Him, nor knows Him.

Here is a powerful and true statement —

1 John 3:6 — The Passion Translation
Anyone who continues to live in union with him will not sin. But the one who continues sinning
hasn’t seen him with discernment or known him by intimate experience.

If you live a lifestyle of sin, you are not saved.

It could be that you have come close to God and have even felt His presence.

But a lifestyle of continual, uninterrupted practice of sin demonstrates that your nature was never
changed.

1 John 3:9
Whoever is born again cannot go on sinning. Why? — God’s seed is in you.
The Greek word for SEED had to do with genetics or DNA.

When you gave your life to Jesus, God the Father injected you with HIS DNA.

In Genesis God declared a spiritual law —

e Humans produce humans.
e Elephants produce elephants.
e Apples produce more apples.

This is also true spiritually. The day you were born again, God’s seed was planted in you. You
have the life and nature of God.

That is why your desires changed.
This is why you felt badly about sin that previously did not bother you.

This is why you cannot go on habitually sinning.



You have a new nature. Your Father is holy, and as a member of His family, you are holy.
The reason you cannot go on sinning is that His new nature in you will drive you to be different.

Your born-again spirit will grieve when you sin because

1 John 3:3
Just like “sin” is a continuous verb, so is the word “purifies”.

This is something that we are always working on. We are overcoming the sin that rises in us.
We are conquering it. Becoming stronger. Living more like Jesus every day!

I John 3:3 — The Passion Translation
And all who focus their hope on him will always be purifying themselves, just as Jesus is pure.

3. The favor of God

There are things you can do to get God’s favor on your life.

There are actions that we can take that will take us into favor with God or out of favor with God.
Your actions cannot save you. But after you are saved, God expects fruit.

Luke 13:6-9

Luke 13:6 — New Living Translation

Then Jesus told this story: "A man planted a fig tree in his garden and came again and again to
see if there was any fruit on it, but he was always disappointed.

John 14:21

Obeying the commands of God brings you into another level of favor with God.

God set up a system in which you can gain favor. Favor comes through acts of obedience.
You can provoke his favor every day of your life.

The greatest key to unlock the favor of God in your life is holiness.



4. Holiness is an action.
Righteousness is right standing with God. You are made righteous by Him.

Righteousness is a . Holiness is an

Holiness is something you do by your own free will.

Holiness could be defined as

Most of the time we think of holiness as not sinning. However, holiness is also obedience or
doing the right things.

e Preaching the Gospel to others is holy.

e Tithing is holy.

e Encouraging someone is holy.
Anytime you obey the Word of God it is holy.
Psalm 84:11

The first thing that usually happens when you start talking about living right and directly
confronting sin, someone will say that you are being legalistic.

They will say, “That is works. God doesn’t look at our works. He looks at our heart.”
Revelation 2:1, 2

Jesus was paying attention to the works of the Ephesian church.

The works they were doing were important.

Revelation 2:3-5

With repentance naturally came doing the works they were called to do as Christians!
That is what the Book of James is about (faith and works).

2 Chronicles 16:9

2 Chronicles 16:9 — New Living

The eyes of the LORD search the whole earth in order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully
committed to Him.




2 Chronicles 16:9 — English Standard Version
For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong support to
those whose heart is blameless toward him.

God is always looking for people to bless.

It is important to understand that Christianity is not a list of dos and don’ts. You are not saved
by good works.

1 Timothy 4:7, 8
Godliness is profitable in this life and the life that is to come.

Living right is a gateway to blessing, not something to strip the fun out of life. When we see this
and understand it, we will want to follow God’s commands.

The harder I pursue God — the greater blessing in my life.
2 Timothy 2:19-22

2 Timothy 2:19-22 — New Living Translation

2 Timothy 2:19 But God's truth stands firm like a foundation stone with this inscription:
"The LORD knows those who are His," and "All who belong to the LORD
must turn away from evil."

2 Timothy 2:20 In a wealthy home some utensils are made of gold and silver, and some
are made of wood and clay. The expensive utensils are used for special
occasions, and the cheap ones are for everyday use.

2 Timothy 2:21 If you keep yourself pure, you will be a special utensil for honorable use.
Your life will be clean, and you will be ready for the Master to use you for
every good work.

2 Timothy 2:22 Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts. Instead, pursue righteous
living, faithfulness, love, and peace. Enjoy the companionship of those
who call on the Lord with pure hearts.

The foundation for a profitable life is to put away all evil and live pure.

God has levels of how He uses people.

God desires to pour out his blessing in the greatest way ever and use this generation as gold
utensils!



What is the price tag for this? —

Why would God keep you in the clay drawer? — For the sake of not bringing shame on the Body
of Christ.

If you cannot live pure, He is not going to promote you.

It is your choice. You can stay in the clay drawer and be used very little, or you can decide to
live a godly life and be used for great things.

Godliness is profitable unto all things.

Sin is the devil’s attempt to shipwreck God’s great plan for your life. If you see it that way —
there is no appeal to sin.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to sin. Not only did that decision save them from the
fiery furnace, it promoted them to a place of prominence.

Daniel was not only saved from the lions’ den, but he was also promoted to place of greatness in
a nation that hated his race.

Every time the devil tries to get you to compromise your relationship with God, and you choose
to live holy you are doing Proverbs 4:18

Proverbs 4:18

God has different utensils that He uses. Gold, silver, wood, and clay

Some utensils are for normal occasions — like plastic ware. Other utensils are for special
occasions — like fine china.

The kind of utensil you become is not determined by God. It is determined by you. It is
determined by you choosing to live in purity.

Godliness is the foundation for greatness.
Matthew 16:21-23

Important: The voice that speaks against sacrifice is not the voice of God. It is not the voice of
common sense or of reason. It is the voice of Satan.

God speaks to every person who follows Him to sacrifice.



Every time God speaks to you about giving something up and forsaking something for the

Gospel and for His Kingdom — there will always be a voice that emerges and tells you not to do
it.

Jesus did not just tell Peter he was wrong. He called him Satan.



